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CHAIR’S REPORT 

 
 
 
 
 

It’s been a pretty quiet few weeks since my last report due to holidays and people 
“psyching” themselves up for multiple Shul attendances over the High Holy days. One 
activity that has been going on is the repair of a number of chairs, which, all being well, 
should be completed by the High Holy Days. 
 
Although I was unable to attend, I understand that the Erev Shabbat Meal organised by 
Suzanne Finlay was not as well attended as usual. I would like to thank Suzanne for all her 
“ringing around” and hard work in trying to arrange for those attending to bring the right 
combination of food. It is quite a balancing trick to ensure that there is a wide variety of food 
which is sufficient for all. It is not helped by the “maybes” who then don’t come! These Erev 
Shabbat Meals were started in a response to a communal request and have proved 
successful in the past. It would be very disappointing if the Shul had to stop offering this 
opportunity for us to come together for food, companionship and to start the Shabbat as a 
community. The date for the next Erev Shabbat Meal has yet to be decided, but when it is, 
please try to come and join in.   
 
With recent news regarding organ donation in Wales, the Movement for Reform Judaism 
has published some balanced views from two of its Senior Rabbis. This article can be found 
on page 5. 
 
I’ve been asked by Tony, our Treasurer, to remind all members who pay tax to covenant 
their subscription through “Gift Aid” box on the subscription letter and to ask all other 
members to contact him if they too wish to covenant. Covenanting does not affect the 
amount you pay, but it enables the Shul to “claw back” about 20% of your subscription from 
the Inland Revenue and, as they say, “every little helps”. 
 
Looking forward to the High Holy Days, as I reported in the last edition of Shofar Shalom, 
we were unable to acquire the services of a student Rabbi this year, so we have decided to 
do it ourselves. The Rosh Hashanah, Kol Nidre and Yom Kippur Services will all be led by a 
team of Lay Readers with support from the members of Shul. Further details of the Services 
and arrangements for the High Holy Days, including some approximate timings for Yom 
Kippur, can be found on page 3.  
 
Regarding Rosh Hashanah, the Council has obtained the services of Dave Eastburn to 
provide a buffet luncheon following the Rosh Hashanah Service. This is to encourage those 
attending to stay on for a “sit down” meal instead of having to organise a meal at a local 
restaurant. There is also the opportunity to send New Year’s greetings through the Shofar 
Shalom. Details can be found on page 11. 
 
Finally, don’t forget that our Friday Night and Shabbat Morning Services are still going 
strong. 

 

Av/Ellul 5773 
August 2013 



Shofar Shalom – Av/Ellul 5773  3 

HIGH HOLY DAYS 5774 
 
This year, we are delighted to announce that the High Holy Day Services will again be 
conducted by a team of the Shul’s Lay Readers supported by members providing readings 
during parts of the Services. 
 
All Services will take place at Ne’ve Shalom, the Hull Reform Synagogue, Great Gutter 
Lane (West) in Willerby and members are reminded that all Services will start promptly. 
Although admission to these Services is open to all it is intended to continue the procedure 

by which only members, and people known to 
members, are admitted in to the Shul. It would be much 
appreciated, therefore, if members bringing guests, or 
out-of-town family could either inform the Security Co-
ordinator, Henry Goldstone, on (01482) 667258 or the 
Shul Secretary, Joanne Kearsley, on (01724 340506) in 
good time prior to the day of the Service, as this might 
save any embarrassment on the day. 
 
Included with the next edition of the Shofar Shalom 
will be individual ‘identity cards’. These have the 

member’s name on them and MUST BE SHOWN when attending the Services on Rosh 
Hashanah, Kol Nidre and Yom Kippur. Before entering the 
Shul, you will need to show your card to the Security Officer, 
who will have a list of current members and their immediate 
family. Once the Security Officer has confirmed that your name 
is on the list and have asked you to confirm the identity of any 
guests or out-of-town family you might have brought, you will 
be permitted to enter. As you can appreciate, this procedure 
might result in a slow entrance to the Shul and it is strongly 
suggested that you arrive no later than 15 minutes prior to the 
start of the Service. If you require additional ‘identity cards’ for 
other members of your family or you have received the incorrect identity card, could you 
please contact Henry Goldstone, our Security Co-ordinator immediately. 
 
Once the Service has started, the gates to car park will be locked and the Security Officer 
will be patrolling the grounds. If required, they can unlock the car park gates. The outer 
door to the Shul will also be secured and the CCTV will be used to identify late-comers. 
 
The dates and times of the Services are as follows: 
 
Wed. 4 September Erev Rosh Hashanah 7.30pm 
Thu.  5 September Rosh Hashanah 10.30am 
Fri.  13 September Kol Nidre 7.30pm 
Sat. 14 September Yom Kippur 11.00am 
Wed.18 September Sukkot 8.00pm 
Wed.25 September Simchat Torah 7.30pm 
 
With regard to mitzvot and lay readings for the Rosh Hashanah, Kol Nidre and Yom Kippur 
Services, individual lists will be sent out to all those who have confirmed their availability 
and you should receive them by the end of August. To assist you to estimate the time of 
your mitzvot/reading, the approximate service timings for Yom Kippur are detailed below. 
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Morning Service (Shachrit)     11.00am 
Torah Service      12.45pm 
Additional Service (Mussaf)    1.45pm 
Conclusion of Mussaf     3.45pm 
 
BREAK 
 
Afternoon Service (Mincha)    5.40pm 
Memorial Service (Yizkor)     6.55pm 
Concluding Service (Nilah)     7.20pm 
Fast and Service concludes    8.15pm 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
RECEIVING THE SHOFAR SHALOM ELECTRONICALLY 

 
In these current environmentally friendly times, we are offering 
all members the opportunity the receive the Shofar Shalom 
directly to them by e-mail. If you do wish to receive your Shofar 
Shalom electronically, please contact Ian Sugarman on 
ian@isa.karoo.co.uk who will add you to the electronic mailing 
list. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
VISITING THE SICK – BIKKUR CHOLIM 

 
If any members of the Synagogue are aware of Jewish patients 
admitted to either the Hull Royal Infirmary or Castle Hill Hospital, 
could they please contact Ian Sugarman, the Jewish Lay 
Chaplain, on (01482) 835864 who can assist them with the 
provision of kosher food, spiritual guidance and visiting. 
 
For those members who are poorly and recovering at home, 
Audrey is still available to visit, whether it’s just for a cup of tea 

or a chat or to provide some support. If you are interested in receiving a visit, please give 
Audrey a call on (01482) 563835. All calls to both Ian and Audrey will be in treated 
confidence. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL 
 
Chairman: Ian Sugarman (Shul Management) 01482 835864 
Vice Chairman: Sarita Robinson (Kiddush Sponsoring) 01482 447549 
Secretary: Joanne Kearsley (Administration) 01724 340506 
Treasurer: Tony Sevilla-Harland (Financial) 01652 688362 
Senior Warden: Peter Altoft (Services and Mitzvot) 01724 845307 
Council Members: Henry Goldstone (Security/Plaques) 01482 667258 
 Audrey Sugarman (Catering) 01482 563835 
 Elaine Winetroube (Telephone) 01482 571035 
Co-opted Members: Jim Lightowler (Building Maintenance) 01482 654663 
    Les Rosenberg (General)   01482 657102 
 

mailto:ian@isa.karoo.co.uk
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REFORM JUDAISM AND ORGAN DONATION 
 

Recently the National Assembly for Wales passed 
legislation concerning organ donation. Under the new 
system, unless a person states a wish not to be a donor 
(opts out), their consent to donation will be deemed to 
have been given. The new legislation raises questions 
and concerns for Jewish communities. This article was 
originally written by Movement for Reform Judaism on 
Thursday 18 July 2013 and here, two of the Movement 
Rabbis reflect on the matter of presumed consent.  

 
It is important to note that the Movement for Reform Judaism and the Assembly of Rabbis 
are fully in support of organ donation. It is a good thing; a generous thing and a mitzvah.  
 
Rabbi Dr Jonathan Romain of Maidenhead Synagogue supports 
the system of presumed consent  
 
The Welsh Assembly has decided to take a radical step in the way it 
handles organ donation. Until now, if someone passes away, and 
they have organs that might be of use to someone else – their heart, 
lungs, whatever - then they cannot be taken unless the deceased 
was carrying an organ donor’s card or the family gave consent. 
 
The problem is that many people do not carry a donor’s card – not 
because they are against it, but because they do not know about the 
system or do know, but have not got round to getting one. And so 
either ignorance or inertia means that their organs are not available. There is also the fact 
that even if relatives give their permission, it can sometimes take several hours, if not a day 
or so, by which time the organs are no longer usable. Amid all this, there is a shortage of 
organ donations, so people whose lives could be saved are dying and all for the want of 
someone not carrying a donor who would have said yes had they been asked. And so the 
Welsh Assembly had passed a law reversing the position, so that instead of it being that 
you cannot take an organ unless permission is specifically given, henceforth consent will be 
presumed and doctors will have the right to take an organ unless the person has requested 
in advance that this should not happen. 
 
From a Jewish point of view, there are powerful arguments against this step. They range 
from a ban against making any cuts to a body to the issue of personal autonomy. However, 
there is the higher value of saving a person’s life and that trumps all the other 
considerations. It is not that the arguments against are wrong, but that when there are 
morally conflicting points , you have to build a hierarchy of values and saving life takes 
precedence. There is also the fact that if you are in a situation where you may one day 
need a heart or lung from someone else, then you in turn have to be willing to provide your 
organs to others and that sense of mutual obligation has to be underpinned by the law 
presuming that if you are happy receive, you will also give. 
 
I can also add a pastoral aspect: that I have seen a number of families lose someone in 
tragic circumstances but feel comforted by the knowledge that his/her organs were being 
used to save the life of someone else. It helped offset their grief and make them feel that 
their loss had at least resulted in life for another person.  
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In one instance, there was a young man in the community who died suddenly and his 
organs were used for five separate people and it his parents coped much better because of 
it. 
 
So as well as the total of 613 commandments, maybe we should add a 614th – that of 
organ donation – a unique mitzvah in that it’s the only we can do after our death. 

  
Rabbi Sylvia Rothschild opposes the system of presumed 
consent 
 
Let me be clear. I support organ donation absolutely. The Jewish 
imperative derived from bible 'Do not stand idly by the blood of your 
neighbour' (Lev19:16) means that when we have the opportunity to 
save life we should do so. This is crystallised in the mitzvah 
of pikuach nefesh, the obligation to save life, and as such organ 
donation fits easily into the Jewish world view. 
 
My objection is to the idea of presumed consent. As an ethicist I 

work with the three golden rules: 
 
1.  That any medical procedure should be therapeutic (or at least do no harm) to those 

subject to it;  
2.  That the person should be informed about (and understand) what is to happen, 

including any risks, and should consent explicitly to each procedure;  
3.  That such intervention must be predicated on good science – it should be expected to 

work. 
 

Looking a little closer: 
 
1. 'Do no harm' 
 
Clearly organ donation is not therapeutic for the donor, but it should still not disadvantage 
them. The idea of presumed consent disadvantaging the organ donor may at first seem 
fanciful, but in fact the State deciding that it has a right to the organs post mortem raises 
many issues of rights as to who owns one’s body, and the question of benefit emerges from 
this. We make choices about what happens to our bodies in life, for example about nutrition 
or procreation or medical interventions – yet the choices go if ownership could be removed 
after death. This becomes particularly problematic ethically if there is financial benefit to 
others from our transplanted organs - Would the State, the NHS, the transplant surgery 
team or the estate of the donor gain? This is not hypothetical – we already know of donated 
organs being used in private medicine in this country to the benefit of surgeon, hospital, and 
organ recipient.  
 
2. 'Explicit and informed consent' 
 
The premise that we are responsible for and own our own bodies underpins the principle of 
the requirement to give informed consent for anything done to us. This is encapsulated in 
the phrase “no decision about me without me”. Rather as halachah requires us to keep a 
fence around the Torah, so too do medical ethics committees have to patrol this principle 
rigorously as it is often seen as a barrier to unfettered research.  
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My own experience in this field over many years has shown me that while it may take time 
and resource to achieve informed consent, this is worth the time and effort, and the general 
public will almost always give consent to even quite intrusive research or procedures, but 
we want to be part of the process. The assumption that we do not need to be asked leads 
to a great many problems – Alder Hey or the recent usage of the Liverpool Care Pathway 
being classic examples of this, but there are many more. There are known limits to 
informed consent in medicine, but the obligation to explain and seek assent from the 
individual safeguards the autonomy and humanity of that person. 
 
Presumed consent would arrogate to the State rights that are hard won, including our right 
to own and make decisions about our own bodies. In science, as in law, presumption is 
always a provisional state, where an action or a judgment can be reversed when more is 
known. As such the phrase when applied to organ donation is nonsense – the State could 
make an irreversible decision based on whether we actively opted out or not. As Reform 
Jews who are proud to say we are committed to personal educated choice, it seems 
strange that we would support a system so diametrically opposed to this ethos. 
 
3.'Good science and effectiveness of the procedure' 
 
The effectiveness of the 'opt out' system in organ donation is far from proved in every 
review so far of this practise – it may be a mechanism for a country to have a conversation 
about the need for more organs, but on its own it does not seem too much increase the 
number of organs available for transplant, while it changes an act of individual altruistic 
giving to a state harvesting of usable organs. It also raises real huge ethical concerns. To 
legislate in this way with no certainty of successfully increasing the number of donated 
organs is, to my mind, bizarre. 
 
So what could we do? 
 
We need more organ donors – that is clear. Demand far outstrips supply. But there are 
many other countries who have more donations than the UK, some with and some without 
presumed consent, and research does not ascribe this increased effectiveness to legal 
presumed consent, but rather to a well resourced system of identifying organ donors, of 
training coordinators in each hospital to work with the family to help them understand the 
powerful gift such a donation can be, and then to have systems in place to take advantage 
of the donations. The problem is not consent (in the UK we have similar consent rates to 
the US but these result in only half the donations being carried out). The problem is that we 
have not created and resourced the infrastructure so as to take advantage of all the willing 
donors there already are.  
 
Organ donation is a sensitive process and requires skilled practitioners and procedures 
along the journey. Potential donors must be identified earlier than currently happens in the 
UK, potential matches made so that a family can perceive the real story of their giving such 
a gift. Coordinators need to be plentiful, well trained, fully available to the family for the 
whole period they need, and in the building of that trust relationship families feel more 
comfortable in offering organs on behalf of their loved ones. Investment in educating the 
populace and in repeatedly advertising the benefits of organ donation has been shown to 
dramatically increase consent both from the donor and from their families in the event of 
need. What we need is a population encouraged to see donation as something they are 
able and willing to do, and an infrastructure that enables the giving of that gift. Simply 
changing the law on consent and leaving the current under-resourced system to struggle on 
will change nothing  
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The ethical concerns raised by such legislation are huge and I do not believe that the 
argument that some more lives may be saved should prevent us from examining them or 
giving them weight. To go back to the golden rules of the ethics of medical interventions: 
they should be of benefit, properly consented, and based on good science. Jewishly the 
ethics are also not quite so clear cut as some might suggest: pikuach nefesh is a mitzvah 
central to our Judaism, and like all mitzvot for us to be obligated we must be alive. For us to 
fulfil the mitzvah of pikuach nefesh, we should make the decision before we are in a 
position for it to be completed – we must fill out the card, add our name on the national 
register. It cannot be done on our behalf. As Reform Jews I hope that we would not only 
register our willingness to donate, but that we would encourage each other to do so, and 
also support distressed relatives asked to consent to organ donation, but we cannot dictate 
this measure, unlike more halachically bound streams of Judaism. 
 
And finally for me the big one. I have received a number of blood transfusions in my life and 
each time I have been acutely aware of the effort that some unknown person has made to 
ensure that a fellow human being can benefit. This is not unusual – recipients of donations 
appreciate and value the gift that has been given to them, knowing that it marks a human 
act of care. Organ and tissue/blood donation is a gift that one human being makes to 
another. We do it because we believe in helping others, because we want something good 
to come out of our deaths, because we want to give something of ourselves to the world. All 
of this changes if the State arrogates to itself the rights of the dead body and harvests 
usable material for the benefit of the living. It ceases to be a gift or a donation and becomes 
instead a commodity with unclear ownership.  
 
I carry a donor card and have done so for decades. To do so must be my decision – 
anything else takes away my dignity and my humanity. 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
A HALF PAGE OF HUMOUR 

 
I honestly thought that people read the Shofar Shalom for its informative and educational 
content, however, I have discovered that it’s just because they like the jokes! So to keep 
our army of readers happy… 
 
A Jewish matchmaker singing the praises of a female client, brings an eligible young man 
to see her. He takes one look at her and turns away to whisper to the matchmaker. 
"You said she was young, and she's 50 for sure...You said she was beautiful, and she's 
ugly as sin. You said she was shapely, and she is big enough for two, you said...." 
"You don't have to whisper," says the matchmaker, "She's also hard of hearing." 
 
Becky invited some people for dinner. At the table, she turned to her six-year-old daughter, 
Sarah, and said, "Would you like to say the blessing?" 
Sarah said, "I wouldn't know what to say," 
Becky said, "Just say what you hear Mummy say," 
Sarah bowed her head and said: "Oh my G-d, why on earth did I invite all these people to 
dinner?" 
 
What's a genius?  
An average student with a Jewish mother.  
 
Did you hear about the Jewish family who kept such a kosher home that they had two 
smoke detectors in their kitchen? 
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ENGLISH YAHRZEIT DATES WHICH CORRESPOND TO 
THE HEBREW DATES FOR RELATIVES OF MEMBERS OF 

NE’VE SHALOM – THE HULL REFORM SYNAGOGUE 
 

Harry Tessler 
Sheila Chetham 
Nicholas Rauchwerger 
Cyril Danns  
Marrianne Kuschnitzky 
Sam Peysner 
Isaac Brookner 
David Sugarman 
Dr Max Adler 
Geoffrey Levy 
Rebecca Waytzman  
Elic Bermitz 
Louis Shields 

  7 Aug. 2013  
13 Aug. 2013 
15 Aug. 2013 
16 Aug. 2013 
16 Aug. 2013 
21 Aug. 2013 
24 Aug. 2013 
29 Aug. 2013 
31 Aug. 2013 
  2 Sep. 2013 
  2 Sep. 2013 
  8 Sep. 2013 
12 Sep. 2013                     
 

Parents of Max and  
  Annelies Adler 
Helen Goldstone 
Harry Levy 
Wolfe Harris  
Charlotte Mautner  
Leah Furman 
Rita Kelly 
Annette Segal 
Aubrey Silver  
Dora Rose 
Lee Winetroube  
Maurice Segal 
 

      Yom 
     Kippur 
16 Sep. 2013 
26 Sep. 2013 
26 Sep. 2013 
27 Sep. 2013 
27 Sep. 2013  
   2 Oct. 2013 
   2 Oct. 2013 
   3 Oct. 2013 
   5 Oct. 2013 
   6 Oct. 2013 
   6 Oct. 2013 
 

Traditionally, Jewish Yahrzeits are remembered on the Hebrew date, which means that 
there might be some variation in the English date each year. If the Hebrew date is 
observed, it must be remembered that the Yahrzeit starts the evening before. 
Memorial prayers for the deceased will be recited during the Friday Night Service for those 
Yahrzeits which fall during the coming week. If a Yahrzeit falls on a Friday Night, please 
remember that the prayers will usually be recited during the Friday Night Service the week 
before. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sarita Robinson on (01482 447549) 
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FORTHCOMING SERVICES AND EVENTS 
 

Date 
 

Time Leader Refreshment Rota 

Friday 2 August 
(Shul Council Meeting) 

7.00pm Ian Sugarman N/A 

Friday 2 August 
 

8.00pm Peter Altoft Joanne Kearsley 
Ann Bush 

Shabbat 3 August 10.30am Ian Sugarman 
Tony-Sevilla Harland 

Natalie Winetroube 
Gillian Smith 

Sunday 4 August 
(Hebrew Reading Class) 

10.30am Deborah Wrapson 
 

N/A 

Friday 9 August 
(Lay Readers’ Meeting) 

7.00am Ian Sugarman N/A 

Friday 9 August 
 

8.00pm Ian Sugarman Jackie Lukes 
Veronica Keczkes 

Friday 16 August 
 

8.00pm Geoff Annis Lesley Annis 
Jannette Dubb 

Sunday 18 August 
(Hebrew Reading Class) 

10.30am Deborah Wrapson 
 

N/A 

Friday 23 August 
 

8.00pm Tony-Sevilla Harland Ann-Sevilla-Harland 
Fabian Knies 

Friday 30 August 
 

8.00pm Ian Sugarman Olive Rosner 
Audrey Sugarman 

Wednesday 4 September 
(Erev Rosh Hashanah) 

7.30pm To be confirmed Aimi Sugarman 
Elaine Winetroube 

Thursday  5 September 
(Rosh Hashanah) 

10.30am To be confirmed N/A 

Thursday  5 September 
 (Buffet Luncheon) 

1.00pm N/A Dave Eastburn  
Caterers 

Friday 6 September 
 

8.00pm John Friend Deborah Wrapson 
Veronica Keczkes 

Friday 13 September 
(Kol Nidre) 

7.30pm To be confirmed N/A 

Shabbat 14 September 
(Yom Kippur) 

11.00am To be confirmed Audrey Sugarman 

Tuesday 17 September 
(Sukkah Building) 

6.30pm N/A N/A 

Wednesday 18 September 
(Sukkot Service) 

8.00pm Ian Sugarman Gillian Smith 
Joanne Kearsley 

Friday 20 September 
 

8.00pm Sarita Robinson Jackie Lukes 
Veronica Keczkes 

Wednesday 25 September 
(Simchat Torah Service) 

7.30pm Ian Sugarman Dave Eastburn  
Caterers 

Friday 27 September 
 

8.00pm Peter Altoft Joanne Kearsley 
Ann Bush 

 
If you are unable to take your turn on the service rota, please arrange for someone else to 
take your place. If you are unable to take your turn on the refreshment rota, please 
arrange for someone else to take your place and inform Audrey Sugarman on (01482) 
563835 to ensure that sufficient refreshments are available. 
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NEW YEAR GREETINGS 5774 
 

In preparation for the High Holy Days, an issue of the Shofar Shalom will be printed just 
before the Yom Tavim to include communal New Year greetings. To assist you to send your 
greetings, the form printed below has been devised and it would be most appreciated if you 
could complete this form and return it to us no later than Friday 16 August, 2013 for 
inclusion in the next issue. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
NEW YEAR GREETINGS 5774 

 
With the escalating costs of cards and postage why not use your Shofar Shalom to send 
your local Shanah Tovah message. Please complete your greeting IN BLOCK CAPITALS 
and send it with your remittance for £5.00 to reach 18 Bradgate Park, Kingswood, Hull HU7 
3JA not later than Friday 16 August, 2013. Please make cheques payable to “Hull 
Reform Synagogue”. 
 
Name:………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Message: ………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
  ………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
  ………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
  ………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
  ………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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