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CHAIR’S REPORT 
 
 
 
 
 
We are shortly coming to that quiet time leading up to the High Holy Days and there’s not a 
great deal to report. (if you’re interested, Erev Rosh Hashanah 5776 is on Sunday 13 
September 2015).  
 
The Friendly Circle meeting held in our Shul Hall on 15 April proved to be a great success 
and there is a short report about the event on page 4. The next meeting to be held here is 
on Thursday 18 June and details can be found on page 3. Our Shavuot Service and 
Kiddush took place on Sunday 24 May 2015 and I am delighted to report that the turnout 
was quite good. I would like to thank those who did turn up and especially to all those who 
put in a lot of time and effort into preparing the excellent Shavuot Kiddush – very dairy. I do 
appreciate that we all live very busy lives, but we are a Synagogue and Religion does tend 
to play a big part in our activities (and not just on a Friday Night!). 
 
Looking a long way ahead, Limmud is coming to Hull in 2017 to coincide with the Hull City 
of Culture initiative. This is a massive event and preparations are already starting. Please 
see page 4 if you want to become involved.  
 
This year, as we have no student Rabbi, our team of Lay Readers will be conducting the 
High Holy Days Services with the assistance of our members and there will be further 
details in the next edition of the Shofar Shalom. 
 
I’d like to remind you about our forthcoming Annual General Meeting (AGM), which is an 
important part of the Shul’s administration. Last year, we held our AGM on a Friday in June 
prior to the Friday Night Service and the attendance significantly improved from previous 
years. This year, in an attempt to build on this increased attendance, the Shul Council has 
decided to hold the AGM on Friday 26 June, 2015 starting at 8.00pm which is just after the 
Friday Night Service at 7.00pm. If you are a full member of the Shul, you have a right to 
vote, so why don’t you come and exercise this right. 
 
I’d also like to draw your attention to the nomination form for Council positions on page 11. 
These people are responsible for the financial and administrative control of the Shul and it’s 
vital that anyone who wants to be involved has the opportunity to do so. Please ensure that 
you complete the nomination form and send it back as soon as possible to the Secretary, 
Joanne Kearsley, and I’ll see you all at the AGM. 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
POTENTIAL NEW MEMBERS 

 

If any members of the Synagogue are aware of, or are 
contacted by, potential new members, hoping to join our 
Synagogue, please advise them to contact our Secretary  
Joanne Kearsley on 01724 340506 or at 
joannekearsley@yahoo.co.uk  
who will provide them with further information and the 
necessary application forms. 
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SOCIAL AND PERSONAL 
 

INVITATION TO A CHUPAH 
 
Dr Michael and Marija Guilas would like to extend a personal 
invitation to all the members of the Hull Jewish Community, 
and especially the members and friends of Ne’ve Shalom, to 
attend their wedding ceremony on Sunday 31 May 2015 at 
the Ne’ve Shalom Synagogue, Hull. The Service will 
commence at 2.00pm and, following the Service, the 
congregation will be invited to stay for the luncheon and 
refreshments, which are being catered by David Eastburn. 
 
This is the first Jewish wedding in the Shul for over 10 years 
and everyone is invited to attend this special occasion. 
Please RSVP to Ann Sevilla-Harland on (01652) 688362 or 
at annsevillaharland@btinternet.com 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

HULL JEWISH COMMUNITY CARE (HJCC) 
 
Following the great success of the last  three events, the 
trustees, on behalf of Hull Jewish Community Care, have 
great pleasure in inviting the community to another of their 
Friendly Circle afternoon teas on Thursday 18 June 2015 at 
2.00pm. The event is taking place at the Ne’ve Shalom 
Synagogue and as usual, there will be a “sumptuous 
repast”, after which, there will be fine entertainment. 
 
For further details or to request a lift, please contact Harold 
Flasher, Chairman of HJCC, on (01482) 655537 or 07766 
416 605, (or indeed, any member of the committee). 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
OF THE NE’VE SHALOM SYNAGOGUE 

 
The Synagogue Council would like to inform all members 
that the Annual General Meeting (AGM) of Ne’ve Shalom, 
the Hull Reform Synagogue will take place on Friday 26 
June, 2015, starting at 8.00pm prompt. This will be 
following the Friday Night Service. Please make every effort 
to attend.  

_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

THANKS FOR CONDOLENCES  
 
Sprintz  Deborah, Greg and the family would like to thank 
Ne’ve Shalom Synagogue’s Executive, Council, Chevra 
Kadisha, and Ian Sugarman for conducting the Funeral and 
Shivah Services and to all the community for the kind help 
and support shown to them at the sad and untimely passing 
of a wonderful and caring mother. 
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THE FIRST MEETING OF THE FRIENDLY CIRCLE  
AT NE’VE SHALOM 

 
The first get together of the Friendly Circle to take place at Ne’ve Shalom met on 
Wednesday 15 April 2015. We have been sent the following report by Audrey Sugarman  
 
After offering to host the Friendly Circle at our Shul, I became slightly apprehensive about 
my offer.  How many would be attending? Would they mix socially? How could I cater for an 
unknown number of people?  Fortunately, 
my fear were ungrounded as the Friendly 
Circle event proved to be a great success, 
which was mainly due to the support I 
received from our members. 
 
I would like to thank Jim Lightowler and 
James, our caretaker, for setting the scene 
and laying the tables. Helping me to prepare 
the food were Gillian Smith, Lesley Annis 
and Ann Bush. We were ably assisted by our 
competent waitresses who were Veronika, 
Joanne, Christine and, of course, Ann and 
Gillian. 
 
As the people who help often get overlooked, I would publically like to thank those above 
for their support and remind you all the second meeting of the Friendly Circle at our Shul 
will be taking place on Thursday 18 June 2015 at 2.00pm.  
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

                                                  

 
LIMMUD IS GO, GO… 

 
Limmud wants to come to Hull… 

….in the Year of Culture 2017 
 
We hope to welcome visitors from:  
 
Leeds, York, Lincoln, Sheffield, Bradford and Grimsby 
 
And we need to start preparing now.  
 
Much has to be arranged and many volunteers will be needed to organise and help with the 
administration of this great non-religious Jewish event. 
Its success depends on your support! 
 
WITH YOUR SUPPORT IT WILL BE THE SUCCESS IT DESERVES TO BE! 
 
Without your support it will be a no, no! To offer your support please ring:  
Michael Bott, John Friend or Michael Westerman asap.  
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THE SAD PASSING OF ED ABRAMSON 
 
Last week we received the following letter from Nikki Abramson, dated 11 May 2015, 
informing us of the sad passing of her husband Ed and details about Ed’s funeral. Nikki and 
Ed Abramson had been members of the Shul for many years, but left some 20 years ago. 
They were well known to many members and we are publishing Nikki’s letter in its entirety. 
 
Dear Ian and members of Hull Reform Synagogue, 
 
I'm afraid l have very sad news for you. 
 
In December, Ed and I had all the family around us as we celebrated our Ruby Wedding 
anniversary. There were many requests for seconds of Ed's French toast creations. Then 
late December, early January, we flew to Singapore to join our favourite Swan Hellenic 
ship, Minerva, and spent three weeks exploring inland areas of Malaysia, Cambodia, 
Vietnam and ending in Hong Kong. Ed and l both yomped miles in wonderful and 
interesting places. When we returned home, naturally I had gained a few pounds but Ed 
had strangely lost a few pounds. The weight loss continued at a fast rate. By April he was 
having an endoscopy...all clear, and CT scan.....malignant melanoma cells had escaped 
from his previous ear surgery and aggressively invaded throughout his lungs, liver and 
bones. For some time we were like zombies till it sank in. 
 
Ed was advised to get his affairs in order as he had months rather than years to live. Within 
two weeks he was bed bound and very weak. l was determined that he would be nursed at 
home by me and not go into hospital at any time. Dr. Musil our GP, arranged totally brilliant 
palliative care for us. I am still amazed by the sheer quality and number of carers, nurses, a 
high tech hospital bed that moved as he wished, and constant loving kindness. Then at the 
end, a night sitter for me so l could sleep at night. The dining room turned into a peaceful 
but busy hospital room. 
 
At no time was my precious husband ever in pain, or ever over medicated. He heard me 
talking to him at the end and gently fell asleep as he left us. All the family has had time to 
say all that needed to be said. So, Ed passed away last Saturday night May 9 after a 
shockingly short illness, but thankfully short for him. He is spared real old age. I am 
surrounded by my loving family who are so supportive and I am planning the funeral now. 
Ed did not want an official Jewish funeral, but a combination of Jewish passages and 
prayers together with Soto Zen Buddhist readings that reflect his spiritual journey. 
 
The service will take place on Thursday 28 May. The Service is at 1.00pm in the small 
chapel at Chanterlands Crematorium. At 2.00pm Ed will be buried in Western cemetery at 
the bottom end of Chants Avenue, on the right. All are welcome at 198 Park Avenue, Hull at 
3.00pm for tea and biscuits, but mainly to meet those for whom Ed was such a loved and 
respected inspiration. My warm wishes to you all and please circulate this news to others 
that Ed knew, that I might be unaware of. Thanks. 
 
With all good wishes, 
 
Nikki xx 
 
PS l have asked his oldest friend and one time student, Mike Woolf, who is a Cohen, to say 
Yarzheit for Ed in absentia. He has accepted this honour. 
 
Here is my e-mail address rather than phoning please. 
nikki@anabramson.karoo.co.uk 
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SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL MEETING – 24 APRIL 2015 
 
Present - Ian Sugarman (Chair), Joanne Kearsley (Secretary), Tony Sevilla-Harland 
(Treasurer), Audrey Sugarman, Henry Goldstone, Les Rosenberg, Ann Sevilla-Harland, 
Andy Harbert and Elaine Winetroube. 
 
Business 
 
Les reported that he and Suzanne had represented the Shul at the Hull Jewish 
Representative Council (HJRC) on Sunday 19 April 2015 at the Pryme Street Shul. In order 
to move forward, the HJRC was recommending that there be three representatives from 
each Shul and two representative from each of the committees represented by the HJRC. 
The Chair pointed out that the committees in question were all linked to the Pryme Street 
Shul and this would therefore result in an huge inequality of numbers from the two Shuls. 
After a brief discussion, the Council proposed that on the HJRC there should be three 
representatives from each Shul and an individual representation from WIZO, MDA and JNF. 
This would be in addition to the four Executive positions on the HJRC. The Secretary would 
write to the Secretary of the HJRC setting out the Council’s proposal.  
 
Les also reported that there would be a Limmud event in Hull held during the Year of 
Culture in 2017. 
 
The Chair reported that the Social Evening held on Saturday 14 March 2015 had been well 
attended and enjoyed by all who took part in the “Countdown” quiz. The Communal Seder, 
which had been held on Friday 3 April 2015 was very much enjoyed by the 21 people who 
had attended.  The service was conducted by Peter Altoft who did a splendid job. Ann Bush 
had confirmed that the Seder had made a small surplus which would be used to purchase 
more Haggadim.  
 
The Chair also reported that the Friendly Circle meeting, held in the Shul Hall on 
Wednesday 15 April 2015, had been a great success  
 
In response to requests by the Jewish Deaf Association and the Langdon Learning Centre, 
the Council decided to donate £25.00 to each Charity.  
 
The Treasurer was pleased to report that all subscriptions for 2015/16 had been paid apart 
from one member who had moved away from the area and his full membership had lapsed. 
The date for the AGM was agreed as Friday 26 June 2015 and the Treasurer confirmed 
that the accounts would be ready for the AGM. 
 
A Shavuot Service and Kiddush would be held on Sunday morning 24 May 2015 
commencing at 10.30am. Audrey confirmed that the preparation of the dairy-theme Kiddush 
was in hand. The Chupah for Michael and Marija Guilas would be taking place on Sunday 
31 May 2015 commencing at 2.00pm. Dave Eastburn had been confirmed for the catering 
 
Ann then reported on the wedding arrangements, following which the Chair informed the 
Council that he had contacted Rabbi Morris at Sinai regarding a Ketubah and a Chupah 
and that both had been arranged to be collected.   
 
The Council agreed to hold another Social Evening towards the end of June 2015 and it 
was suggested that there be a quiz based upon the TV programme “The Chase”.  
 
Date of next meeting – Friday 5 June 2015 at 8.00pm. 
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RUTH, THE PERFECT CONVERT 
 
The following article by Larry Fine was first published in the June 2008 edition of the Jewish 
Magazine, an on-line publication. 
 
The story of Ruth has been canonized in the Books of the 
Bible, the Tanach, for a very special and positive reason. 
Ruth was a Moabite; a member of a gentile nation; yet her 
personality was so overwhelmingly filled with positive 
character traits that she has become the prototype of what 
a Jewish woman should strive for.  
 
Ruth left her noble family, for she was descendent from royalty, she left her family's 
heritage to endure the hardships of a convert to the young Jewish nation. She endured 
difficulties and poverty while rejecting an easy life of luxury that included idolatry. She made 
the decision to follow the laws of Moses in spite of the many difficulties and hardships that it 
entailed; a life perhaps with no future promise other than that of following the true path, a 
life with no guarantee of marriage and children, a life wrought with the inconveniences of 
observance of the divine commandments. And because of her selfless giving and her 
determination to change to be a Jew, she was indeed rewarded that she should have as 
her grandson none other than David, the king of Israel. From the story of this righteous 
convert, the rabbis of the Talmud and Mishna learn many lessons, especially those in 
regard to conversion.  
 
Naomi, Ruth's future mother-in-law, together with her wealthy husband Elimelech, left the 
land of Israel during a period of famine. They took their two sons Machlon and Kilyon to the 
neighbouring land of Moab and there they dwelt for several years. While there, the two 
sons, Machlon and Kilyon, took for wives two Moabite women, Ruth and Orpah. But G-d 
saw this leaving the Land of Israel during a time that the people needed Elimelech's support 
as a grave sin and all three perished, Elimelech and his two sons Machlon and Kilyon in the 
land of Moab, leaving Naomi with her two daughter-in-laws.  
 
Eventually the famine in the land of Israel subsided and Naomi, now destitute and 
impoverished, lacking any family in Moab, decided to return to her home lands and her 
people. She informed her two daughters-in-law that she would be leaving and she advised 
them to return to their own people, to their own homes to their mothers' families. She could 
offer them nothing in Israel, she would be returning destitute, and once there, the two girls 
would have no chance of finding a suitable mate. Orphan tearfully kissed her mother-in-law 
good-bye and left, but Ruth told Naomi (Ruth1:16)  
 
"Do not force me to leave you, for where you shall go, so shall I go. Where you shall dwell, 
so shall I dwell. Your people are my people and your G-d is my G-d. Where you die, I will 
die and there I will be buried. Thus G-d shall do to me, and more, only death shall separate 
you form me." 
 
From this brief monologue that Ruth spoke to Naomi, the rabbis learnt out the principles of 
conversion and many rules for accepting converts.  
 
“For where you shall go, so shall I go” From this the rabbis learnt that when someone 
desires to convert, he or she is informed of the various punishments for the transgression of 
the laws of the Torah. In this manner, a prospective convert can easily change his mind 
before getting involved in our way of life. They are taught some of the laws of Shabbat, 
some laws pertaining to modesty and separation of the sexes, and the strict prohibition of 
idolatry.  
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The task of the conversion is to separate out those who desire to convert for ulterior 
motives. When a gentile converts his/her desire should be in order to worship the One G-d 
and to follow the path of truth and humility. Yet there are many who look upon becoming 
Jewish as a key to entry into a society which will provide them with benefits that they would 
not have been able to achieve as a gentile. It could be for marital reasons, business 
reasons or even today to run away from something in their life; but is this a valid reason for 
becoming Jewish? The rabbis advocate that the gentile reconsider his desires; that as a 
gentile he/she has done no wrong by working on the Shabbat, but if they convert and work 
on the Shabbat, they commit a grave sin. The rabbis speak to them about the value of not 
being a Jew; that through the generations, the gentiles have always discriminated against 
the Jew. Being a Jew means being at a disadvantage and subject to prejudice and hatred.  
 
It is only after telling the prospective gentile of the possible negative aspects of being 
Jewish and that he must consider carefully before continuing the conversion process and 
that he may leave behind this desire and continue to be a gentile. Only if he refuses to be 
put off, that he shows a strong desire to become Jewish, that he is willing to endure 
intolerance and suffering that the rabbis will consider him for conversion. Unlike other 
religions, specifically Christianity and to a lesser degree Islam, Judaism does not believe 
that all mankind must convert. A gentile may be a righteous gentile and a fine person 
without conversion. However conversion is an important part of drawing close to G-d. The 
responsibilities of a Jews in regard to his fellow Jews and to his G-d are much more 
involved than that of a gentile to his fellow gentile and G-d.  
 
The book of Ruth is an important source for dedication and perseverance. She underwent 
poverty, laboured hard, and it eventually paid dividends both in this world and in the world 
to come. The Book of Ruth can be read at any time. It is traditional to read it during the 
Festival of Shavout. 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL 

 
Chairman: Ian Sugarman (Shul Management) 01482 835864 
Vice Chairman: Ann Sevilla-Harland (Projects) 01652 688362 
Secretary: Joanne Kearsley (Administration) 01724 340506 
Treasurer: Tony Sevilla-Harland (Financial) 01652 688362 
Senior Warden: Andy Harbert (Services and Mitzvot) 01482 882163 
Council Members: Henry Goldstone (Security/Plaques) 01482 667258 
 Audrey Sugarman (Catering) 01482 563835 
 Elaine Winetroube (Telephone) 01482 571035 
Co-opted Members:  Suzanne Finlay (Social/Marketing) 07963 975312 
 Jim Lightowler (Building Maintenance) 01482 654663 
    Les Rosenberg (General)   01482 657102 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

JUST ROOM FOR ONE 
 
Moishe was having a tough time finding a job what with the current economic problems. He 
had a hard time to even get an interview.  
Finally, he secured an interview and needless to say, he was trying his best to impress. The 
interviewer said, "In this job we need someone who is responsible."  
 
"I'm the one you want," Moishe replied. "At my last job every time anything went wrong, 
they all said I was responsible."  
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ENGLISH YAHRZEIT DATES WHICH CORRESPOND TO 
THE HEBREW DATES FOR RELATIVES OF MEMBERS OF 

NE’VE SHALOM – THE HULL REFORM SYNAGOGUE 
 

Gerald Godfrey 
Annie Brookner 
Ada Bransky 
Stuart Rosenthall  
Harold Harris 
Leah Stetinski 
Jeannette Sevilla 
Issac Maniloff 
Abby Furman 
Jennie Harris  
Cissie Silver 
Edgar Bennett 
Berta Rose  

 31 May 2015 
  3 June 2015 
  5 June 2015  
  8 June 2015     
11 June 2015 
11 June 2015 
14 June 2015 
17 June 2015       
18 June 2015 
22 June 2015  
22 June 2015  
22 June 2015  
23 June 2015 
 

Janet Sugarman 
Immanuel Godfrey 
Phillip Waytzman 
Jim Smith 
Tessa Pliener 
Becky Furman 
Bert Goldstone 
Solly Bermitz 
Ann Greenstone 
Malcolm Gold 
Alan Hillel Gerstein 
Bernard Annis 
 

24 June 2015 
24 June 2015 
25 June 2015    
  7 July 2015    
13 July 2015 
15 July 2015 
19 July 2015 
19 July 2015 
19 July 2015 
22 July 2015 
25 July 2015 
26 July 2015 
 

Traditionally, Jewish Yahrzeits are remembered on the Hebrew date, which means that 
there might be some variation in the English date each year.  
 
If the Hebrew date is observed, it must be remembered that the Yahrzeit starts the 
evening before. Memorial prayers for the deceased will be recited during the Friday Night 
Service for those Yahrzeits which fall during the coming week. If a Yahrzeit falls on a Friday 
Night, please remember that the prayers will usually be recited during the Friday Night 
Service the week before. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Sarita Robinson on (01482 447549) 
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FORTHCOMING SERVICES AND EVENTS 

 

Date 
 

Time Leader Refreshment Rota 

Friday 29 May 
 

7.00pm Geoff Annis Lesley Annis 
Jannette Dubb 

Sunday 31 May 
(Michael and Marija’s Chupah) 

2.00pm Ian Sugarman David Eastburn 
Caterers 

Friday 5 June 
 

7.00pm Peter Altoft Joanne Kearsley 
Jackie Lukes 

Friday 5 June 
(Council Meeting) 

8.00pm Ian Sugarman N/A 

Shabbat 6 June 
 

10.30am Ian Sugarman 
Tony Sevilla-Harland 

Marija Guilas 
Gillian Smith 

Friday 12 June 
 

7.00pm Tony Sevilla-Harland Ann Sevilla-Harland 
Veronika Keczkes 

Sunday 14 June 
(Hebrew Reading Class) 

10.30am Deborah Wrapson 
 

N/A 

Sunday 14 June 
(Conversion Class) 

11.30am Ian Sugarman 
 

N/A 

Thursday 18 June 
(Friendly Circle) 

2.00pm Audrey Sugarman Ann Bush 
Gillian Smith 

Friday 19 June 
 

7.00pm Sarita Robinson Helen Jackman 
Andy Harbert 

Friday 26 June 
 

7.00pm John Friend Fabian Knies 
Peter Altoft 

Friday 26 June 
Annual General Meeting 

8.00pm Ian Sugarman N/A 

Sunday 28 June 
(Hebrew Reading Class) 

10.30am Deborah Wrapson 
 

N/A 

Sunday 28 June 
(Conversion Class) 

11.30am Ian Sugarman 
 

N/A 

Friday 3 July 
 

7.00pm Geoff Annis Lesley Annis 
Jannette Dubb 

Shabbat 4 July 
 

10.30am Ian Sugarman 
John Friend 

Marija Guilas 
Gillian Smith 

Friday 10 July 
 

7.00pm Peter Altoft Joanne Kearsley 
Jackie Lukes 

Sunday 12 July 
(Hebrew Reading Class) 

10.30am Deborah Wrapson 
 

N/A 

Sunday 12 July 
(Conversion Class) 

11.30am Ian Sugarman 
 

N/A 

 
If you are unable to take your turn on the service rota, please arrange for someone else to 
take your place.  
 
If you are unable to take your turn on the refreshment rota, please arrange for someone 
else to take your place and inform Audrey Sugarman on (01482) 563835 to ensure that 
sufficient refreshments are available. 
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NOMINATIONS FOR SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL 
 
All the positions on the Council are open to nomination and voting for each position (if there 
is more than one nominee) will take place at the Annual General Meeting of Ne’ve Shalom 
– The Hull Reform Synagogue on Friday 26 June, 2015 in the Synagogue Hall, Great 
Gutter Lane, Willerby HU10 6DP at 8.00pm prompt. All nominations must be received by 
the Synagogue Secretary no later than midnight, Friday 19 June, 2015, otherwise the 
papers will be deemed as invalid. If the position does not have a nominee, then that 
position will be unfilled on the night and the Synagogue Council, if it so decides, has the 
power to co-opt a person to that position at a later date. 
 
When nominating and seconding a person for any position, please ensure that the nominee 
wants to be considered and is aware of the duties of that position. 
 
To complete the form below, please insert the name of the person being nominated against 
the appropriate position and complete the details of the proposer and seconder in the boxes 
below.  
 
Position Present Holder Person Being Nominated 

Chairman: Ian Sugarman …………………………………… 

Vice-Chairman: Ann Sevilla-Harland …………………………………… 

Secretary: Joanne Kearsley …………………………………… 

Treasurer: Tony Sevilla-Harland …………………………………… 

Senior Warden: Andy Harbert …………………………………… 

Council Members: Henry Goldstone …………………………………… 

 Audrey Sugarman …………………………………… 

 Elaine Winetroube …………………………………… 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
When completed, please send this nomination form to: 
 
Mrs Joanne Kearsley, Secretary, 29 Copse Road, Ashby, Scunthorpe DN16 3JA or at 

joannekearsley@yahoo.co.uk 
 
 

Please complete (in capital letters): 

PROPOSER 

Name:  …………………………… 

Address: …………………………… 

  …………………………… 

  …………………………… 

 

Please complete (in capital letters): 

SECONDER 

Name:  …………………………… 

Address: …………………………… 

  …………………………… 

  …………………………… 

mailto:joannekearsley@yahoo.co.uk
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A will in favour of the 

JNF Charitable Trust 

ensures 

Kaddish in perpetuity 


