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CHAIR’S REPORT 
 
 
 
 
 
Although I was unable to attend the City of Hull Holocaust Memorial Day 2014 at the Hull 
Guildhall on Wednesday 27 January 2016, I understand that there was a reasonable 
attendance from our community and the programme of presentations, poems and music 
was not only entertaining, but thought-provoking.  Regarding the Holocaust, I think that it is 
very important that we continue to pass on the stories of the horrors and sacrifice to future 
generations of Jews and non-Jews and thus ensure that  “We shall never forget”. 
 
The attendance for the Tu B’Shevat Seder was disappointing, but the informal manner of 
the  Service, with assistance from Aimi Sugarman, and the opportunity to come together to 
celebrate, to talk and to eat, made the evening truly special. I certainly managed to eat my 
way through my ‘5-a-day’.  
 
Looking ahead, we have quite a busy period. Our Friday Night Open Service will be held on 
Friday 26 February 2016 and this year’s Purim Service and Kiddush will be held on 
Wednesday 23 March 2016. Both will start at 7.00pm and details of these events can be 
found on page 3. A quick plea to all those who have inadvertently taken home our red 
Siddurim, can you please return them as we will need them all for our Open Service. 
 
Regarding our Friday Night Open Service, I am delighted that Rabbi Danny Rich, Senior 
Rabbi & Chief Executive of Liberal Judaism in the UK and the Archbishop of York, 
Archbishop Sentamu, will both be giving short talks during the Service. Rabbi Rich will be 
looking at the weekly Torah portion, whilst Archbishop Sentamu will be discussing the 
benefits of unity between Faiths. It should be a interesting, informative and fascinating 
evening and I am looking forward to it. Please come along.  
 
Finally, details of our Communal Seder which will be taking place on Friday 22 April 2016 
can be found on page 4. If you book early, you can really make a saving. Please make 
every effort to support this and all our other forthcoming events. 
 
In the meantime, don’t forget to come to our Friday Night and Shabbat Morning Services. 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL 

 
Chairman: Ian Sugarman (Shul Management) 01482 835864 
Vice Chairman: Ann Sevilla-Harland (Projects) 01652 688362 
Secretary: Joanne Kearsley (Administration) 01724 340506 
Treasurer: Tony Sevilla-Harland (Financial) 01652 688362 
Senior Warden: Andy Harbert (Services and Mitzvot) 01482 882163 
Council Members: Henry Goldstone (Security/Plaques) 01482 667258 
 Audrey Sugarman (Catering) 01482 563835 
 Elaine Winetroube (Telephone) 01482 571035 
Co-opted Members:  Suzanne Finlay (Social/Marketing) 07963 975312 
    Jim Lightowler (Building Maintenance) 01482 654663 
    Phil O’Driscoll (General)   07903 578490 

Adar I 5776 
February/March 2016 
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SOCIAL AND PERSONAL 
 

HULL JEWISH COMMUNITY CARE (HJCC) 
 
Following the recent success of the January meeting of the 
Friendly Circle, HJCC have great pleasure in inviting the 
community to another of their Friendly Circle afternoon teas on 
Thursday 18 February 2016 at 2.00pm. The event is taking 
place at the Ne’ve Shalom Synagogue and as usual, there will 
be a “sumptuous repast”, after which, there will be interesting talk 
by a local Chef. 
 
For further details or to request a lift, please contact Harold 
Flasher, Chairman of HJCC, on (01482) 655537 or 07766 416 
605, (or indeed, any member of the committee). 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
OPEN FRIDAY NIGHT SERVICE 2016 

 
Following the success of previous Open Friday Night Services, 
the next one will take place on Friday 26 February 2016 
starting at 7.00pm. What makes this Service different from the 
normal Friday Night service is the running commentary from 
those leading the Service explaining the nature of the prayers 
being recited, their background, origin and the traditional rituals 
being observed.  
 

This year we are delighted and honoured to have Rabbi Danny Rich, Senior Rabbi & Chief 
Executive of Liberal Judaism in the UK and the Archbishop of York, Archbishop Sentamu, 
both of whom will be giving a short talk. Rabbi Rich will be looking at the weekly Torah 
portion, whilst Archbishop Sentamu will be discussing the benefits of unity between Faiths. 
 
After the Service, and following the Brachot over the wine and bread, there will be the 
Kiddush with a wide range of “Jewish-style” foods. There also will be opportunity to look 
around the Synagogue, talk to those members present and examine the Ark, Scrolls and 
other artefacts.  
 
Please feel free to invite guests, both Jewish and non-Jewish to this interesting event, but 
please contact Audrey on (01482) 563835 with numbers to enable sufficient catering. 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
PURIM SERVICE AND KIDDUSH 

 
This year’s Purim celebrations will be taking place on 
Wednesday evening, 23 March 2016, starting at 7.00pm. As 
usual, the Purim Service and reading of the Megillah Esther 
will be conducted by members of the congregation following 
which we are planning to hold a Purim Kiddush to which 
everyone is invited.  
 
Although the Purim tradition is that you must be so intoxicated 
that you are unable to tell Haman from Mordechai, no alcohol 
will be provided, except for kiddush wine (?). Please make 
every effort to attend what should be a fun evening.  



Shofar Shalom – Adar I 5776  4 

 

COMMUNAL SEDER 5776 
 

This year’s Communal Seder will be taking place on the 
first night of Pesach, Friday 22 April 2016. The Service 
will commence at 6.30pm and as in previous years, the 
Seder is for members and their friends and there are limited 
places available. As always, we are very pleased that our 
Communal Seder is such a well attended event.   
 
To ensure there is sufficient catering for everyone we need 
you to book your place in advance.  Tickets will again 

cost £13.00 per person for members and £18.00 per person for non-members (£7.00 for 
children under 13 years). Tickets are available from our Vice Chair, Ann Sevilla-Harland, 
Caistor Gate, Stonecroft, New Barnetby, North Lincolnshire DN38 6DY or see her in Shul. 
 
Please note, that although bookings should be made in advance,  should you choose to 
pay on the night, the prices will rise to £15.00 per person for members and £20.00 per 
person for non-members.  Don’t wait, book now and save! 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL MEETING – 15 January 2016 
 
Present 
 
Ian Sugarman (Chair), Ann Sevilla-Harland (Vice Chair), Joanne Kearsley (Secretary), Tony 
Sevilla-Harland  (Treasurer), Audrey Sugarman, Henry Goldstone, Suzanne Finlay, Philip 
O'Driscoll, Andrew Harbert and Elaine Winetroube.   
 
Business 
 
Andy confirmed that the fire extinguishers in the Shul Hall and corridor  were due to be 
checked next week and he had liaised with James the Caretaker.  Ann provided some 
examples of her friend’s work and confirmed that the covers for the little Torah Scroll would 
be to a very high standard.  Following the receipt of an invoice, the Council agreed to renew 
their yearly advertising subscription to the Watchman.  
 
The Chair reported that the Chanukah Service and Kiddush held on Friday 11 December 
2015 had been a great success and thoroughly enjoyed by everyone there. He further 
reported that the Friendly Circle meeting held on 17 December 2015 in the Shul hall, which 
featured a ukulele band, had proved to be a huge success and catering had been provided 
for approximately 60 people.  
 
The Chair informed the Council that Mark Huntington's Beit Din Interview which took place 
on Thursday 14 January 2016 in Central London had been successful and following 
Mikvah, Mark had received his signed certificate confirming his full conversion to Judaism. 

 
The Treasurer reported that the Shul’s finances were continuing to be in a healthy 
condition. He was, however,  still waiting for an outstanding payment from HMRC regarding 
the Gift Aid claim.  
 
With regard to the Council’s concern about the high cost of electricity, the Treasurer stated 
that he had gone back over the previous 24 months to compare usage and cost per unit. He 
had found that although the Shul’s usage had slightly increased, the unit price had risen 
significantly causing the increase in billing costs. He intended to keep a close eye on usage 
and future bills. There was some discussion of a ‘smart meter’, but it was felt that as the 
usage was so small it would not be beneficial. 
 
The Chair confirmed that the Tu B'Shevat Seder, celebrating the New Year for Trees, would 
be held on Sunday 24 January 2016 at 7.00pm. The Seder would consist of drinking four 
glasses of wine, tasting a variety of fruit and nuts, singing songs and reciting celebratory 
prayers. 

 
The Open Friday Night Service had been organised for Friday 26 February 2016 at 7.00pm 
and a notice had been put in the Shofar Shalom. The Chair confirmed that interested 
parties had also been contacted with the date and details of the Open Service and he 
hoped for a good response. He also informed the Council that Rabbi Danny Rich was 
hoping to attend and that Rabbi Rich was happy to give a short talk on the weekly Sedrah 
at an appropriate point in the Service. 

 
The Chair also confirmed that the Purim Service and Kiddush would be held on Wednesday 
23 March 2016 at 7.00pm 
 
Date of next meeting – Friday 4 March 2016 at 8.00pm. 
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A BLESSING, WHAT DOES IT DO? 
 
The following article by Avi Lazerson is taken from the 2015 Edition of the Jewish Magazine   
 
Why do Jews make blessings? What does a blessing do? Does the food become blessed? 
Is the food that is blessed tastier or better than before? Or perhaps there is a different 
reason for making blessings? 
 
Actually there is a Talmudic tractate called "Brachot", meaning blessings, that deals with 

the many and varying aspects of blessings. To shed a bit of 
light on our questions we refer to the fourth chapter which has 
an argument that when we analyze it, can help give us some 
information on exactly why we Jews make blessings. 
The beginning of the chapter speaks about what blessing to 
make on fruit. All blessing start basically the same; "Blessed 
are you, Lord, our G-d, ..". The difference is in the end of the 
blessings. On fruit that grows on trees, say ".who has created 
the fruit of the tree." On fruit that grows from the ground, say 
".who has created the fruit of the ground."  
 
But the Talmud interjects at this point a differing opinion, the 
opinion of Rabbi Yehuda, who says that on grains, we say 
".who has created the different species of grain." and in 
another place he says on seeds we say ".who has created the 
different species of seeds." It seems that Rabbi Yehuda has 
many different blessings for each and every type of fruit and 

vegetable. Even though the opinion of Rabbi Yehuda is not accepted, we shall soon see 
that by contrasting him to the first opinion, that of the unnamed rabbis, we shall have a 
better understanding of blessings. 
 
As the Talmud continues it changes course to see what is the force that compels us to 
make a blessing. At first the Talmud wants to say it could be a requirement from the Torah, 
but it rejects it to say, that rather it is a logical deduction. What is the logical deduction? Just 
this: It is forbidden to enjoy from this world without a blessing. 
 
Now our question returns. What exactly is the purpose of a blessing? Why is it a logical 
deduction that it is forbidden to enjoy from this world without a blessing? 
 
More ever, is the blessing for the food? Is it for us? Or is it for G-d? 
 
In the blessing are we thanking G-d for the food? Is it a recognition that somehow G-d has 
a hand in the land's production and growth of food? 
 
To answer these questions we really need to find and define the difference between Rabbi 
Yehuda and the unnamed teacher of the Talmud. Rabbi Yehuda seems to feel that by 
giving praise to G-d for each and every different type of species is the best, but the 
unnamed teacher disagrees and says that it is enough to mention if it came from the tree or 
the ground. Why is this? 
 
Rabbi Yehuda seems to want to give praise to G-d for each and every different species. G-
d could have simply given us one type of food to eat but out of the goodness of His heart, 
He created for us a multitude of types of food. So for this, Rabbi Yehuda feels we should 
give Him a multitude type of thanks. So it seems that Rabbi Yehuda sees the purpose of 
the blessings as our chance to thank G-d for His bountiful goodness. 



Shofar Shalom – Adar I 5776  7 

 
But the unnamed rabbis see it differently. Most people in this 
world think the ground and trees grows things because that is 
their nature. Just put a seed in the ground and add water and 
presto, something grows! This is a mistake! To think that the 
ground has an inherent nature to produce fruit and vegetables is 
incorrect. It does not.  
 
Instead the unnamed teacher is telling us that in reality the 
nature and ability of the ground in producing produce has been 
given to the ground and trees by G-d and this point is very 
important to remember. Without G-d investing His ability in the 
ground and trees to create, the ground and trees could not 
produce fruit or vegetables. It is just this very power that G-d has 
invested into the earth that needs to be recognized and 
understood by us. 
 
As we live in this world, it is so easy to forget that G-d is all around in our lives. We cannot 
see him, and the few miracles that come our way can easily be misconstrued. Therefore the 
unnamed teacher makes a point that we must realize that it is G-d's energy and ability to 
create that is given over to the ground and trees that enable them to produce. 
 
The purpose of making a blessing then is not for the food but rather for us. It is for us to 
realize that it is G-d's hand in the creation that enables us to continue to have a constant 
food supply. Before we eat, we should take this opportunity to see His greatness in all of 
His doings, of which the most basic is in providing us with food. 
 
Once we are able to see His hand in this most spectacular display of His greatness, we will 
be able to see Him more actively in all of our live situations. The realization that G-d is in all 
of our lives at all times is a very important point of being a Jew. 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
All contributions are accepted on the understanding that the authors are responsible 
for the opinions expressed which do not necessarily reflect the views of Ne’ve 
Shalom - the Hull Reform Synagogue. 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

YOU DON’T HAVE TO BE JEWISH, BUT ......... 
 
Martin Greenblatt converts and becomes a priest. He gives his first mass in front of 
a number of high-ranking priests.  
At the end of the new priest’s sermon, a cardinal goes up to congratulate him.  
“Pastor Greenblatt,” he said, “that was very well done, you were just perfect. But next time, 
please don't start your sermon with, “Fellow goyim..." 

------------------------------------------------- 
 
Sadie tells Maurice, “You’re a shlemiel! You always were a shlemiel and you always will be 
a shlemiel.  
You look, act and dress like a shlemiel. You‘ll be a shlemiel until the day you die. And if 
they ran a world-wide competition for shlemiels, you would be the world's second biggest 
shlemiel." 
“Why only second place?" Maurice asks. 
“Because you‘re a Shlemiel," screams Sadie. 
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CHAGIGAH 2016 
Celebrating Reform Judaism, being part of something bigger 
 
The following feature has been written by the Movement for Reform Judaism (MRJ)  to 
promote Chagigah 2016 to its constituent communities. 
 
Chagigah is our biennial celebration of Reform 
Judaism. Chagigah means just that:  a 
celebration. It reflects the special atmosphere 
we will create over a weekend away, 
celebrating Reform Judaism and being part of 
something bigger.  
 
At Chagigah this year, Reform Judaism will launch three initiatives as part of our 
commitment to strengthen communities, inspire our members and pursue tikkun olam, 
repair of the world. We invite you to embark on a journey that has the potential to transform 
your community and make a real difference by taking part in one (or more) of our new on-
going initiatives. These initiatives are designed to involve all communities, regardless of 
their size and geography. We will partner with you after Chagigah to continue their 
implementation and development within your community.  
 
The initiatives will focus on three areas: leadership, action and practice. Reimagining 
synagogue leadership; tackling adult social care in our communities and beyond; and 
enhancing individuals’ Jewish practice and experiences. The initiatives are the result of 
discussions involving Reform Judaism’s professional staff, rabbis, members and lay leaders 
and we hope you will agree that they address some of the key issues affecting us all. 
 
Is it for you? Yes! Either as part of a synagogue delegation – speak to your council about 
being part of a team - or if you want simply to enjoy a joyful, fun, uplifting, spiritual, family-
friendly gathering. The weekend will also feature wonderful, music-filled services, inspiring 
speakers and learning opportunities for all ages and levels with a special series of sessions 
from Leo Baeck College as we join them in celebrating their 60th anniversary. 
 
For more information about Chagigah and to register your interest, please email 
chagigah@reformjudaism.org.uk.  
_________________________________________________________________________ 

  
JNF GREEN SUNDAY 2016 

  
Hopefully, by now everyone in the Community, will have received a personal letter, mailed 
from London or perhaps a telephone call, also from London, asking for your support again.  
 
JNF hopes that as in the past, you will respond as generously as you can. everyone in the 
Community is given the opportunity to show allegiance to the State of Israel, at these most 
difficult times for all of us, and to share in our pride of the work of the Jewish National Fund, 
on our behalf.  The JNF should be given credit for its magnificent effort in building dams 
and reservoirs to contain the precious commodity, as well as many other Projects, 
benefiting Jew and Arab alike. 
 
JNF looks forward to your generous support. Should you not have been contacted and 
would like to be associated with the Green Sunday Appeal, or in any particular way, please 
ring Michael on 07590 123 270. 

mailto:chagigah@reformjudaism.org.uk
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ENGLISH YAHRZEIT DATES WHICH CORRESPOND TO 
THE HEBREW DATES FOR RELATIVES OF MEMBERS OF 

NE’VE SHALOM – THE HULL REFORM SYNAGOGUE 
 

Sylvia Hirschfeld 
Zena Lightowler 
Kayla Bermitz  
Helen Sprintz 
Maudie Harris 
Sydney Landau 
Rita Bermitz 
Pauline Rosenberg 
Sadie Bermitz  
Norman Levy 
Solomon Wayne  
Shirley Rosenberg 
Sydney Furman 

 13 Feb. 2016 
 13 Feb. 2016    
 14 Feb. 2016 
 15 Feb. 2016 
 16 Feb. 2016 
 17 Feb. 2016 
 21 Feb. 2016 
 22 Feb. 2016 
 23 Feb. 2016 
 23 Feb. 2016 
 25 Feb. 2016 
 28 Feb. 2016 
 29 Feb. 2016 

Koppel Peysner 
Aubrey Gordon 
Annalies Adler 
Diana Halliday (II)  
Lilian Friend (II) 
Hilda Schooler (II) 
Joseph Rosenberg (II)  
Jack Powell (II) 
Sydney Leving (II)  
Sarah Albeck (II) 
Maureen Preston (II) 
Mick Dubb 
Rosie Warshisky 
 

29 Feb. 2016  
  2 Mar. 2016 
  2 Mar. 2016 
12 Mar. 2016  
19 Mar. 2016 
19 Mar. 2016 
21 Mar. 2016 
22 Mar. 2016 
29 Mar. 2016   
   2 Apr. 2016 
   5 Apr. 2016 
 11 Apr. 2016 
 13 Apr. 2016 
  

Traditionally, Jewish Yahrzeits are remembered on the Hebrew date, which means that 
there might be some variation in the English date each year.  
 
If the Hebrew date is observed, it must be remembered that the Yahrzeit starts the 
evening before. Memorial prayers for the deceased will be recited during the Friday Night 
Service for those Yahrzeits which fall during the coming week. If a Yahrzeit falls on a Friday 
Night, please remember that the prayers will usually be recited during the Friday Night 
Service the week before. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 1 Day Emergency First Aid at work  £60.00 plus vat                                                                              
 

 2 Day First Aid at Work Requalification  £110.00 plus vat 
 

 3 Day First Aid at Work  £160.00 plus vat 
 

 2 Day Paediatric First Aid £95.00 plus vat                                                                                       
 

 1 Day CIEH 2 Health & Safety £70.00 plus vat 
 

 1 Day CIEH 2 Food Safety £70.00 plus vat                                            
 

 3 Hour Asbestos Awareness £45.00 plus vat 
 

 3 Hour Manual Handling Awareness £45.00 plus vat 
 

 2 Hour Fire Safety Awareness £45.00 plus vat 
 
On-site training 
 If you have a group of employees (min 8) requiring training,  
then we can come to you. On-site training can be tailored to  
your needs and is both time and cost effective. 
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FORTHCOMING SERVICES AND EVENTS 
 
 

Date 
 

Time Leader Refreshment Rota 

Friday 12 February 
 

7.00pm John Friend Andy Harbert 
Jackie Lukes 

Friday 19 February 
 

7.00pm Sarita Robinson 
 

Ann Bush 
Deborah Wrapson 

Friday 26 February 
(Open Service) 

7.00pm Ian Sugarman 
John Friend 

Audrey Sugarman 
Elaine Winetroube 
Lesley Annis 

Friday 4 March 
 

7.00pm Tony Sevilla-Harland Ann Sevilla-Harland 
Peter Altoft 

Friday 4 March 
(Council Meeting) 

8.00pm Ian Sugarman N/A 

Shabbat 5 March 
 

10.30am Ian Sugarman 
John Friend 

Marija Guilas 
Gillian Smith 

Friday 11 March 
 

7.00pm Geoff Annis Lesley Annis 
Jannette Dubb 

Friday 18 March 
 

7.00pm John Friend Veronika Keczkes 
Jackie Lukes 

Wednesday 23 March 
(Purim Service and Kiddush) 

7.00pm Ian Sugarman Aimi Sugarman 
Ann Bush 

Friday 25 March 
 

7.00pm Peter Altoft Joanne Kearsley 
Fabian Knies 

Friday 1 April 
 

7.00pm Aimi Sugarman Audrey Sugarman 
Elaine Winetroube 

Shabbat 2 April 
 

10.30am Ian Sugarman 
John Friend 

Marija Guilas 
Gillian Smith 

Shabbat 2 April 
(Torah Workshop) 

12.15pm Tony Sevilla-Harland N/A 

Friday 8 April 
 

7.00pm Sarita Robinson 
 

Ann Bush 
Deborah Wrapson 

Friday 15 April 
 

7.00pm Geoff Annis Lesley Annis 
Jannette Dubb 

Friday 22 April 
(Communal Seder) 

6.30pm To be confirmed Ann Bush 
Joanne Kearsley 

Friday 29 April 
 

7.00pm Tony Sevilla-Harland Ann Sevilla-Harland 
Jackie Lukes 

Friday 6 May 
 

7.00pm Peter Altoft Joanne Kearsley 
Fabian Knies 

Shabbat 7 May 
 

10.30am Ian Sugarman 
John Friend 

Marija Guilas 
Gillian Smith 

 
If you are unable to take your turn on the service rota, please arrange for someone else to 
take your place.  
 
If you are unable to take your turn on the refreshment rota, please arrange for someone 
else to take your place and inform Audrey Sugarman on (01482) 563835 to ensure that 
sufficient refreshments are available. 
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A will in favour of the 

JNF Charitable Trust 

ensures 

Kaddish in perpetuity 

MEMORIAL BOARD 
 
The Synagogue Council would again like 
to inform members that there is still 
space available on the Memorial Board 
for members to purchase a plaque in 
memory of their loved one(s).   
 
For further details, please contact Henry 
Goldstone on (01482) 667258. 

 

KIDDUSH SPONSORING 
 
During the year, you might want to mark 
that special occasion in a unique, yet 
innovative manner. In order to help you 
solve your dilemma, the Synagogue 
Council has agreed to allow the 
sponsoring of Kiddushim.  
 
If you would like further details, or wish 
to reserve a particular date, please 
contact Ann Sevilla-Harland on (01652 
688362) 


