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CHAIR’S REPORT 
 
 
 
 
 
“Oh what a night” 
 
I must admit that I, and most of those who attended, are still talking about our Erev Shabbat 
Open Service which was held on Friday 26 February 2016. There is a brief report on page 4 
from Jackie, our roving reporter, and a further report from Mike Westerman on behalf of the 
JNF on page 5.  
 
I just don’t know where to start. 163 people turned up and the atmosphere was electric. 
Both talks given by the Archbishop of York and Rabbi Danny Rich were so interesting, 
humorous and informative. Unfortunately, Danny, being Danny has now publically labelled 
the Most Rev. and Right Honourable John Sentamu, as the Jewish Archbishop of York.  
 
Mark Huntington’s Affirmation ceremony was so emotional and only Danny, as Head of 
Liberal Judaism in the UK (and Denmark?) could typically sanction one of Mark’s witnesses 
to be the Archbishop of York. Later Danny said to me that although there is a first time for 
everything, he doesn’t think that it will ever happen again. I never know whether to laugh or 
cry. Danny is certainly a character. 
 
I would like to thank John Friend for his assistance during the Service and to everyone who 
helped on the night. I was extremely proud to be the Chairman of the Shul that evening 
watching all our members ‘roll up their sleeves’ and work so well together.  
 
Looking ahead, this year’s Purim Service and Kiddush will be held on Wednesday 23 March 
2016. The Service will start at 7.00pm and details of this event can be found on page 3. 
 
Finally, details of our Communal Seder which will be taking place on Friday 22 April 2016 
can be found on page 9. If you book early, you can really make a saving. Please make 
every effort to support this and all our other forthcoming events. 
 
In the meantime, don’t forget to come to our Friday Night and Shabbat Morning Services. 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL 

 
Chairman: Ian Sugarman (Shul Management) 01482 835864 
Vice Chairman: Ann Sevilla-Harland (Projects) 01652 688362 
Secretary: Joanne Kearsley (Administration) 01724 340506 
Treasurer: Tony Sevilla-Harland (Financial) 01652 688362 
Senior Warden: Andy Harbert (Services and Mitzvot) 01482 882163 
Council Members: Henry Goldstone (Security/Plaques) 01482 667258 
 Audrey Sugarman (Catering) 01482 563835 
 Elaine Winetroube (Telephone) 01482 571035 
Co-opted Members:  Suzanne Finlay (Social/Marketing) 07963 975312 
    Jim Lightowler (Building Maintenance) 01482 654663 
    Phil O’Driscoll (General)   07903 578490 

Adar II/Nisan 5776 
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SOCIAL AND PERSONAL 
 

ADMISSION TO FAITH CEREMONY 
 
John, Sarita, Bradley & Bailey Robinson would like to personally 
invite all members and friends of Ne’ve Shalom to the Admission 
to faith ceremony for Jamie Joseph Robinson following his 
successful adoption as sanctioned by the Beit Din. 
 
The ceremony will be held during the Erev Shabbat Service on 
Friday 25 March 2016, which will start at 7.00pm. There will be a 
celebratory Kiddush and buffet following the Service. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

MAZELTOV 
 
We would like to wish mazeltov to Debbie and Henry 
Goldstone on the happy occasion of the birth of their new 
grandchildren. 
 
We would also like to wish mazeltov to Ilan Goldstone on the 
happy occasion of the birth of Louie Milo and to Eliot Goldstone 
on the happy occasion of the birth of Amelia Grace. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

HULL JEWISH COMMUNITY CARE (HJCC) 
 
Following the recent success of the February meeting of the 
Friendly Circle, HJCC have great pleasure in inviting the 
community to another of their Friendly Circle afternoon teas on 
Wednesday 16 March 2016 at 2.00pm.  
 
The event is taking place at the Pryme Street Synagogue and 
as usual, there will be a “sumptuous repast”, after which, there 
will be a musical “flashback”. 
 

For further details or to request a lift, please contact Harold Flasher, Chairman of HJCC, on 
(01482) 655537 or 07766 416 605, (or indeed, any member of the committee). 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
PURIM SERVICE AND KIDDUSH 

 
This year’s Purim celebrations will be taking place on 
Wednesday evening, 23 March 2016, starting at 7.00pm. As 
usual, the Purim Service and reading of the Megillah Esther will 
be conducted by members of the congregation following which 
we are planning to hold a Purim Kiddush to which everyone is 
invited.  
 
Although the Purim tradition is that you must be so intoxicated 
that you are unable to tell Haman from Mordechai, no alcohol 
will be provided, except for kiddush wine (?). Please make every 
effort to attend what should be a fun evening.  
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THE ‘JEWISH’ ARCHBISHOP OF YORK 
 
The following article was written by our roving reporter, Jackie Lukes, following the Shul’s 
annual Open Friday Night Service which was an amazing success. We would also like to 
thank Sarita Robinson who provided us with photographs.  
 
It might have been a frosty night outside, but it was certainly a warm one inside Ne’ve 
Shalom, the Hull Reform Synagogue, where over 160 people gathered for the annual Erev 
Shabbat Open Service on Friday evening 26 February 2016.  
 

What made this night different from all other 
nights was the congregation. There was 
Rabbi Danny Rich, the Chief Executive of 
Liberal Judaism in the UK, the Archbishop 
of York, Dr John Sentamu, the Bishop of 
Hull, Imam Alamgeer Choudhury from Hull's 
Pearson Park Mosque, Andrew Percy MP, 
groups from nearby East Riding and Hull 
Anglican, Roman Catholic, Unitarian and 
Methodist churches, visitors from the local 
Hindu and Moslem communities, visitors 
from the Hull Orthodox Hebrew Community, 
Liberal congregations from Lincoln and 
York, BBC Radio Humberside, Hull 
university students, local RE teachers, to 
name just a few.  

 
The Friday Night Service was held with a running commentary by Ian Sugarman and 
Professor John Friend explaining the nature and background of the prayers, the hymns, the 
Psalms and the theology. There were two sermons echoing each other's themes of coming 
together and of simcha (joy): one by the Archbishop of York on Ecclesiastes 7:1-14 and one 
by Rabbi Rich on Exodus 30:11-35 during which he stated that he had never met a more 
Jewish Archbishop of York. 
 
Following the sermons, the congregation 
witnessed a rare affirmation of the Jewish 
Faith ceremony for Mark Huntington, who 
after many years of study, learning Hebrew 
and being part of the local Jewish community, 
had been accepted by the Beit Din (a Court of 
Jewish Law) as a true convert to Judaism. His 
conversion certificate was, for the first time, 
witnessed by a non-Jew – The Archbishop of 
York! 
 
At the end of the Service, everyone joined in the Kiddush, which involved blessings over 
wine and bread, which was followed by a buffet containing a range of foods eaten during 
the different Jewish Festivals and other Jewish-style foods.  
 
The whole evening was educational, enlightening and entertaining and everyone who 
attended could not have failed but to have been impressed with the warmth, the wit and the 
welcome of Reform Judaism. 
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A FIRST FOR HULL JNF              
 
 

 
The following article was written by Mike Westerman who was in attendance at our annual 
Open Friday Night Service.   
 
Members of the Hull Jewish Community will know that almost every Birth, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, 
Engagement, Wedding and Wedding anniversary etc., have, over many years been shared 
with Israel through the JNF.  
 
For me personally, “The Open Friday Night Service”, hosted by Chairman Ian Sugarman 
and Prof. John Friend, held at the Ne’ve Shalom Synagogue was a first for Hull JNF. The 
Chair of Ne’ve Shalom, Ian Sugarman, asked if I would do the honour of presenting not 
one, but THREE certificates!  
 

The Archbishop of York, the Most 
Rev. and Right Honourable John 
Sentamu, gave an interesting 
address based on Ecclesiastes, 
Chapter 7, followed by fellow 
Guest speaker, Rabbi Danny Rich, 
who highlighted the importance of 
mutual trust between the religions 
and the importance of Simcha, 
mentioned by the Archbishop of 
York, in his address to the 
Congregation. Both speakers 
stressed the importance of 
“coming together.”  

 
I was then called upon to make the three presentations. The certificates, recording trees 
planted in the Lord Sacks Forest, were presented to the Guest speakers, the Lord 
Archbishop of York, John Sentamu; to Rabbi Danny Rich, the Chief Executive of Liberal 
Judaism in the UK and to Mark Huntington, marking his conversion to Reform Judaism. 
 
The large number of people present represented a varied cross section of the community, 
with the presence of the Bishop of Hull and the Imam, Alamgeer Choudhury, from the 
Pearson Park Mosque, as well as members of the East Riding and Hull Anglican, Roman 
Catholic and Methodist Churches, as well as visitors from the Orthodox and Lincoln 
Synagogue. Also present at the “Open Night Service” were local MP Andrew Percy, BBC 
Radio Humberside, Hull University Students and local RE teachers. 
 
As President of the Hull Jewish Representative Council, I was privileged to be asked to 
present the 3 certificates, (details of which you will find on page 2 of the JNF News) and to 
be present at this multi-faith event, a true, coming together of the various faith groups of the 
area and will end with the words of the Archbishop of York, “Act justly, love mercy and walk 
humbly with your G-d.” The words from Micah are as true today, as the day they were 
written! As the logo of the Hull Jewish Watchman states,  
 
“How good and how pleasant it is, when brethren dwell together in harmony.” 
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WHAT TO DO WHEN SOMEONE JEWISH DIES. 
 

This feature has been written by Deborah Wrapson to advise the family or close friends of 
members of Ne’ve Shalom, Hull Reform Synagogue and may not be applicable for other 
Synagogues. Please note, we strongly suggest that NO flowers are brought to a funeral or 
placed on our cemetery. 
 
The Jewish religion requires the deceased to be buried quickly – we normally aim for a 
funeral within 3 days, but should this not be possible because family live abroad or a post 
mortem is required, etc., the Synagogue Council will be accommodating but there is an 
expectation that there will be no unnecessary delays.   
 
Cremation is not permissible for Orthodox Jews, but should the deceased have left explicit 
instructions for cremation, or the family wish for some Jewish input in the ceremony the 
Synagogue would assist the bereaved.  Ian Sugarman has a leaflet concerning Reform 
Judaism cremation which he will send you if requested. 
 
If the deceased has left instructions to the effect that they wish to have a Rabbi or a 
member of the ordained clergy (if the family prefer) then the Synagogue must be informed 
on the initial phone call – or the person concerned can at any time inform the Synagogue 
Council of their future wishes in a letter to be kept by the Secretary. Having a rabbi or 
ordained clergy conduct the service will incur extra costs which will be initially paid by the 
Synagogue and then charged to the Executor. 
 
In the case of a death, please phone Ian Sugarman if possible on either 01482 835864 or 
07778 318 449. If Ian is unavailable, the following can be contacted: 
 
 Andy Harbert: 01482 882163 or 07736 397 858 
 Professor John Friend 01482 658930 
 Ann Sevilla-Harland 01652 688362 

 
Once the death certificate has been signed, the Synagogue will then contact Shepherds 
Undertakers to arrange for the deceased to be moved to their facilities. Once this has been 
carried out, the Synagogue will contact the family to agree a date and time for the funeral. 
Shepherds will then liaise between the family and the Local Authority. You will have to 
register the death and obtain an interment form  to enable the deceased to be buried. 
 
The resulting funeral will be held at Tranby Lane Cemetery, which belongs to the Local 
Authority, but in the area of the cemetery reserved for Jewish burial.  If the bereaved had 
already purchased a plot then please let the undertakers know – but a plot can be 
purchased immediately.  Non-Jews cannot be buried in the Jewish part of the cemetery – 
and that includes spouses.  The Synagogue does, however, permit the names of the 
deceased’s non-Jewish family or partners to be named on the headstone.   
 
Funerals are not usually held on a Saturday (Shabbat).  For Jewish people it is possible – 
but the bereaved may have to speak directly to the Local Authority for their agreement, for it 
to be held on a Sunday and the family may have to be firm in their explanation that it 
because our religion demands a rapid burial – but there is a cost for a Sunday funeral which 
is double the Authority’s rates for a weekday. There will be a charge for the Local Authority 
services, such as the purchase of the grave and the grave digging.  The Treasurer can 
advise on whether the congregant was a member of the burial society which covers funeral 
costs.  Please speak to the Synagogue Treasurer (Tony Sevilla-Harland) on 01652 688362 
to find out if the bereaved was a member of the society and which costs are covered. 
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The Synagogue has arranged with the Funeral Directors for the appropriate coffin to be 
supplied.  This is, as required by Jewish law, a very simple one.  (Don’t be surprised that it 
looks like a hardboard box).  On the day of the funeral – apart from when it is being lowered 
into the ground – it is covered with a velvet cloth. 
 
With regard to the house of mourning, it is traditional to cover all mirrors in the 
bereaved’s home which includes shiny TV screens, etc.  A memorial light should be kept 
burning in the home of the deceased or the family. As Jewish people burn such a candle (a 
24 hour ‘tea light’ which comes in a glass container) on the anniversary of parents’ deaths, 
there may already be one in the family home. The Synagogue has a small supply. 
 
Don’t worry about phoning anyone else from the Synagogue – members will ensure that 
other congregants are informed including with the date and time of the funeral.  However if 
the deceased had friends who belong to the Pryme Street Synagogue you will need to 
contact these friends directly. In preparation for the funeral service, the family should 
prepare a few words for one of them to say – i.e. a eulogy – if they so wish.  They should let 
Ian or whoever is taking the service know which family member is going to speak.  It is not 
expected to be a long speech. 
 
If the deceased was not a member of the burial society there will be a bill which includes a 
cost for ritually preparing the deceased (including the purchase of a shroud), liaising with 
the funeral directors, administrative costs, conducting the funeral and conducting the shivah 
prayers.    
 
On the day of the funeral , a simple dress for a woman and a coat and tie for men.  Our 
Synagogue does not carry out the symbolic rending of the clothes (Kri’yah), however, this 
can be carried out if required.  If the men in the family have Kippahs (Kappels) they should 
wear them – or other suitable hat.  Women can choose to have their heads uncovered. 
 
Advise other mourners to arrive about 15 minutes before the ceremony is due to start.  
There is no building, the service takes place outside.  Mourners may need umbrellas and 
warm coats.  The Synagogue has a small number of chairs which the warden will bring for 
anyone who is infirm.  The majority of the mourners will remain standing throughout the 
service which lasts about 20-30 minutes. 
 
The usual words of condolence said to the chief mourners are “I wish you long life”.   
 
The service is prescribed, i.e. there are no special hymns to chose or personal/family 
prayers to be recited  The prayer books will be brought to the cemetery by the warden.  The 
service is a mixture of Hebrew and English.  At the end of the Service, the Kaddish 
(mourners’ prayer) is said by all those present to symbolise the loss to the whole 
community, as well as the family. Although the Kaddish is said in Hebrew the transliteration 
(the English pronunciation of the Hebrew) is on the facing page.   
 
Should there be sufficient number of able bodied Jewish men, it may be family members 
that lower the coffin into the grave, otherwise it will be the undertakers who do this. 
 
At the end of the ceremony, starting with closest family, mourners will be given the 
opportunity to use the spades to help fill the grave.  The spade is not passed from person to 
person, but after each one they will stick the spade back into the heap of soil. 
 
No tips are required.  All fees are met or charged in a professional manner by 
representatives of the Synagogue and where appropriate a bill is then sent to the family or 
the Executor.  For further information contact Tony Sevilla-Harland (Hon Treasurer) on 
01652 688362. 
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The family may wish to provide cups of tea/sandwiches, etc. after the funeral either at the 
Synagogue, a hotel or someone’s home.  In respect for the deceased and their religion the 
food offered should not contain meat or shellfish.  Even if it is announced that everyone is 
welcome to join the family afterwards, our community members tend not to go unless they 
are specifically asked individually. 
 
Shivah prayers are usually held in the deceased’s home on the evening following the 
funeral. The Synagogue chairman will discuss with the family regarding shivah prayers and 
sitting shivah.  It is usual for members of Ne’ve Shalom for prayers to be held for one night 
only, but three or six nights can happen in other communities.  This involves family, other 
mourners, friends and congregants assembling for prayers that last about 20 minutes.  It is 
unnecessary to offer refreshments – people are there to support the chief mourners.   
 
The family may wish to sit shivah.  Traditionally the family did not go out for 6 days after the 
funeral.  Especially if they family live away, this may not be practical.  However the family 
may wish to set some time aside, at the home of the bereaved, for friends, family and 
congregants to come and pay their respects.  If the family chose to do this, let the person 
taking the funeral service know and it will be announced at the cemetery and after shivah 
prayers. 
 
Over the next few days/weeks, the Synagogue will pay the Funeral Directors and the 
Local Authority and will then,  if the deceased did not belong to the burial society, will send 
the family a bill.  This can be paid from the deceased’s estate immediately, i.e. before 
probate is granted – the family/Executor will need to liaise with the bank. If the deceased 
had paid into the Jewish Burial Society (JJBS) then the standard cost and expenses of the 
funeral are usually covered, but this is dependent on the amount paid out by JJBS.  Where 
funerals are arranged by the Hull Reform Synagogue a claim can be made which will cover 
up to a maximum sum which is determined from year to year by the JJBS.  The claim is 
made by the Synagogue on behalf of the member.  It may be possible to recover money 
from the DWP from whom a leaflet can be obtained (all from the Post Office). 
 
About 9 months later. The family should consider arranging a headstone consecration 
(stone setting).  The grave should be allowed time to settle before the stone is erected. In 
the first instance, you will need to contact G H Wigglesworth Memorials (also known as J 
Rotherham) telephone number 01482 353181. They will guide you through the wording in 
English and having agreed the wording with the stonemason, the stonemason will then 
send it to the Synagogue chairman for translating into Hebrew. The final wording in English 
and Hebrew will then be agreed. 
 
At the top of most Jewish tombstones is the abbreviation נ'ּפ, which stands for po 
nikbar or po nitman, meaning "here lies". 
 
At the end of many Hebrew tombstone inscriptions you will find the abbreviation ב צ נ ת 
 which is an abbreviation of a verse from the Bible, the first book of Samuel, 25:29, "May ,ה
his/her soul be bound up in the bond of eternal life". 
 
The stone setting is a short ceremony at the cemetery (about 10/15 minutes) when the 
headstone is unveiled and the wording read out.  A few prayers accompany this.  It is an 
opportunity for people who couldn’t come to the funeral to mark the person’s life as well as 
family and close friends.  Prayer books will again be brought to the cemetery by the warden 
as well as a few chairs for the infirm.  The family may again wish to provide refreshments 
after the service – either at the Synagogue, a hotel or someone’s home.  Again they should 
remember that there should not be meat products or shellfish.   
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Anniversaries of the deceased’s date of death (Yahrzeits) will be marked at the 
Synagogue by including their name in prayers for the dead.  It is important to note that the 
anniversary will be by the Hebrew date and will rarely coincide with the English date.  The 
name will be said on the Friday preceding the anniversary.   
 
A plaque to commemorate the deceased can be purchased.  Please liaise with Henry 
Goldstone 01482 667258 if you wish to buy one.   If family wish to join the congregation at 
the service on the Friday night preceding the anniversary of a death, they would be most 
welcome.  In the home on the evening before the anniversary a 24 hour candle may be lit 
and the appropriate prayers said.    
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COMMUNAL SEDER 5776 
 

This year’s Communal Seder will be taking place on the first 
night of Pesach, Friday 22 April 2016. The Service will 
commence at 6.30pm and as in previous years, the Seder is 
for members and their friends and there are limited places 
available. As always, we are very pleased that our Communal 
Seder is such a well attended event.  To ensure there is 
sufficient catering for everyone we need you to book your 
place in advance.  Tickets will again cost £13.00 per person 
for members and £18.00 per person for non-members (£7.00 
for children under 13 years). Tickets are available from our 

Vice Chair, Ann Sevilla-Harland, Caistor Gate, Stonecroft, New Barnetby, North 
Lincolnshire DN38 6DY or see her in Shul. Please note, that although bookings should be 
made in advance,  should you choose to pay on the night, the prices will rise to £15.00 per 
person for members and £20.00 per person for non-members. Don’t wait, book now and 
save! 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
AUSCHWITZ - KRAKOW 

 
A Jewish Journey with Ne’ve Shalom, Hull 

Proposed date 23-25 September 2016 
Cost approximately £150-180 per person (to be confirmed) 

 
Please join us on a Jewish Journey unlike any you have ever done before or will ever do 
again.  A visit to Auschwitz and Krakow is not an experience to be taken lightly.  The 
intensity of a weekend in a place so central to modern Jewish identity and consciousness, 
and so powerful in its impact, requires the best possible team. The cost includes: 
 
 Hotel in Krakow 
 Schindler’s List Tour 

 Auschwitz & Birkenau Tour 
 Roundtrip Airport Fares and Transfers 

 
Flights from Leeds/Bradford or Doncaster Airport (to be confirmed) members of other 
Northern Communities will be invited to join us on our Journey. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
 
Sarita Robinson – Northern Communities Partner 
The movement for Reform Judaism 
01482 447 549 / 07415 274 362 or at Sarita.Robinson@reformjudaism .org.uk 

mailto:Sarita.Robinson@reformjudaism
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LUNCH IN MIDST OF MAGICAL  
UNDERSTANDING AND DELIGHT 

 

Manchester Day Limmud – Sunday 7 February 2016 
 
The following article has been written by our roving reporter, Jackie Lukes, 
who attended the recent one-day Limmud event which was held in 
Manchester at the William Hulme's Grammar School in Whalley Range on 
7 February 2016. 
 
Who doesn't say yes to 'pot luck' for a meal when you know it's a good cook? That's what I 
enjoy with a Limmud. Just like a thick stew, you can't see the ingredients through the sauce 
and don't know if you'll get delicious beef or unwelcome turnip, but you trust the cook, you 
know you'll learn something: it's the fun of diving into the unknown and unexpected. 
 
 Manchester's Limmud wasn't entirely a gamble. As soon as I saw Dr Rafi Zarum's name 
down for 2 sessions, I signed up. From Warwick Limmuds I know he's a genius of an 
obscurely ancient sort. He goes back to the Rabbis' debates of the early centuries BCE and 
looks at what they're arguing about. Why are they wrangling in unbelievable and endless 
detail about the right bread or the meaning of a word? Disentangling their intense disputes 
is fascinating. So is figuring out if and why they matter. 
 
How much Torah was given at Mt Sinai? His first session asked this and then asked more: 
what do we mean by 'Torah'? From early midrash he identified 2 contradictory approaches. 
One lot of Rabbis said Deut 9:10 and Exodus 24:12 meant 'everything' was given to Moses, 
including the verses about his death, and all future oral and written learning. True the Bible 
was canonized later but when and how was it given? Isn't it a basic tenet of faith that Torah 
was 'all' received at Sinai, including future law, lore and decisions too? Another lot of 
Rabbis and medieval Rashi said that's irrational. From other quotes they argued that Torah 
came stage by stage through centuries. Or scroll by scroll. Or in sealed scrolls only opened 
one at a time. Or in principle for Moses, with specifics later. Or Moses received it all but 
didn't understand it, that took other people over time. Or Moses wrote it all 'through tears': 
you can argue anything with the right citations and interpretations. How was this impossible 
clash of approaches resolved?  It turns out that one of the early Rabbis Yehoshua ben Levi, 
a fundamentalist 'everything' man, also said, with a parable about breaking the rule on not 
interrupting a bath, that hearing your grandson reading a portion of Torah is so important 
(Deut 4:9) that it's worth bath-pausing for it:  it is like listening to it at Mt Sinai. The message 
for today is:  interpret metaphorically, not literally. 
 
Dr Zarum's second slot was on "The Politics of Purim". Here is his summary: "Reading the 
Megillah on Purim is always fun and often frivolous. But the Book of Esther is much more 
than a dramatic fairy-tale. It contains courtroom intrigue, historic rivalries and political 
machinations that determined the future survival of the Jewish people. We will look at a 
range of biblical and rabbinic sources to uncover the hidden story..."  So many questions 
arise with this familiar tale. If only Mordechai had bowed down, would all the trouble have 
been avoided? If 75,000 people die at the end, why celebrate it? Why is there no Hallel 
(with psalms) on Purim as usual? My own puzzles have been about the riotous noisiness 
and dressing up of the occasion and the extent to which it is historical or is it all a fantasy? 
It turns out there are more: why was this one of the last things added to the Biblical canon 
and why is its scroll one sided? What's it all about?  
 
Detective work by Dr Zarum and Manfred Lehmann piecing together Herodotus, Josephus, 
midrash quotes and the Books of Esther and Ezra finds a secret story hidden under the 
outward one.  
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I thought Purim was like the ancient Roman festival of Saturnalia and Shakespeare's 
Twelfth Night and carnivals like New Orleans Mardi Gras, when servants dressed up as 
masters, men as women, masters became slaves for a day and vice versa, a chance for 
drunken revelry and inversion of the social order: anthropological not historical. It turns out 
that it's about real problems that arose when Israelites returned from Babylonian exile and 
good King Cyrus of Persia in 538 BCE (a traditional date) decreed that they could rebuild 
the Temple. A later not so good Persian King Ahasuerus (Xerxes) in 486 BCE responded to 
those problems caused for existing inhabitants (Haman was around), and made life so hard 
for the Israelites still trying to resettle and rebuild that they wanted to rebel but were 
suppressed. Eventually war did break out, the 75,000. But the risks of telling the story 
openly were too great, so the Israelites had to hide it behind a frivolous front. 
 
Aha! this made sense to me. It reminded me of when I went to Prague in 1972 and saw 
Verdi's opera "Nabucco" with its Chorus of the Hebrew Slaves. The Czech audience 
recognized themselves in the slaves, the USSR oppressors in the Egyptians, and cheered 
to the rafters. The same happened when Verdi wrote it a century earlier for Garibaldi and 
the Italian independence side who were so squashed by the Austrian Empire that their 
cause could not be put openly, only in the disguise of Hebrew slaves wanting freedom. So 
this is what Dr Zarum finds is going on with the story of Esther. A serious struggle too 
dangerous to say aloud, but contemporary Jews would have known what was being 
expressed. There's no room here for Rabbi Natan Levy's intriguing session on "The Quran 
Speaks of Ezra the Scribe." Dr Levy is a consultant for the Board of Deputies of British 
Jews: Manchester united all strands, orthodox to liberal, at this Limmud. He asked "Why is 
Islam concerned with Ezra, the 5th century BCE priest and scribe of Israel? And what does 
Ezra have to do with the very first disputation in Jewish-Muslim relations: the incorruptibility 
of scripture?" Interpreting the meanings of texts, not taking them literally, was part of it: a 
link with Dr Zarum. He reached out to try and understand and learn from what the Quran 
was saying. 
 
The funniest bit of the day was at the end of a fearsomely blood-curdling session about 
blood in Jewish history and ritual by Joanne Rosenthal, a Curator at London Jewish 
Museum. She asked: any questions? Silence. Then a woman spoke: "I just want to say that 
I remember you growing up as a little girl in Manchester, and your parents would be proud 
of you." The best bit of the day was lunch. No time slot for it: "Grab and Go" midst other 
things was the idea. It was just "Maximum 2 bagels per person." No more. But there was 
David Lewis from Hull! Gloom at the Spartan fare was replaced by delight and I forgot (yes) 
about food.  
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

I DAREN’T TELL THIS AT THE OPEN SERVICE 

 
A man applied for a business permit to open up a cheese shop in Holland. "I don't know if 
that's such a good idea," the adviser issuing the permit commented.  
"Too many cheese shops in Holland."  
"But mine will stand out," the man replied. "I'm going to call it "Cheeses of Amsterdam."  
The man got his permit and opened his shop. Unfortunately, the adviser was right - the 
competition was too great and his shop couldn't make a go of it. So he went back to the 
permit adviser for some advice.  
"You know where you should open a shop," the adviser suggested, "Israel," he said.  
So the man opened up a cheese shop in Israel. It was a big hit.  
The man called the adviser back. "You were right!" he said. "The cheese shop I opened 
here in Israel has been a tremendous success!"  
"That's great!" the adviser replied. "What did you call it? 
“Cheeses of Nazareth” 
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ENGLISH YAHRZEIT DATES WHICH CORRESPOND TO 
THE HEBREW DATES FOR RELATIVES OF MEMBERS OF 

NE’VE SHALOM – THE HULL REFORM SYNAGOGUE 
 

Diana Halliday (II)  
Lilian Friend (II) 
Hilda Schooler (II) 
Joseph Rosenberg (II)  
Jack Powell (II) 
Sydney Leving (II)  
Sarah Albeck (II) 
Maureen Preston (II) 
Mick Dubb 
Rosie Warshisky 
Dr. Cyril Levin 
Queenie Goldstein 
Joe Sugarman 
 

12 Mar. 2016  
19 Mar. 2016 
19 Mar. 2016 
21 Mar. 2016 
22 Mar. 2016 
29 Mar. 2016   
   2 Apr. 2016 
   5 Apr. 2016 
 11 Apr. 2016 
 13 Apr. 2016 
 15 Apr. 2016 
 15 Apr. 2016 
 16 Apr. 2016 
 

Barnett Furman 
Hilda Rosenthall 
Charles Leon Martin 
Phyllis Landau 
Alan Brookner 
Samuel Wayne 
Max (Mendel) Wayne 
David Silver 
Louis Furman 
Ena Levine 
Bernard Sevilla 
Janice Bennett  

16 Apr. 2016 
 22 Apr. 2016 
 23 Apr. 2016 
   3 May 2016 
   3 May 2016 
   3 May 2016 
   3 May 2016 
   4 May 2016 
   5 May 2016 
   5 May 2016 
   6 May 2016 
 13 May 2016           

Traditionally, Jewish Yahrzeits are remembered on the Hebrew date, which means that 
there might be some variation in the English date each year.  
 
If the Hebrew date is observed, it must be remembered that the Yahrzeit starts the 
evening before. Memorial prayers for the deceased will be recited during the Friday Night 
Service for those Yahrzeits which fall during the coming week. If a Yahrzeit falls on a Friday 
Night, please remember that the prayers will usually be recited during the Friday Night 
Service the week before. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 1 Day Emergency First Aid at work  £60.00 plus vat                                                                              
 

 2 Day First Aid at Work Requalification  £110.00 plus vat 
 

 3 Day First Aid at Work  £160.00 plus vat 
 

 2 Day Paediatric First Aid £95.00 plus vat                                                                                       
 

 1 Day CIEH 2 Health & Safety £70.00 plus vat 
 

 1 Day CIEH 2 Food Safety £70.00 plus vat                                            
 

 3 Hour Asbestos Awareness £45.00 plus vat 
 

 3 Hour Manual Handling Awareness £45.00 plus vat 
 

 2 Hour Fire Safety Awareness £45.00 plus vat 
 
On-site training 
 If you have a group of employees (min 8) requiring training,  
then we can come to you. On-site training can be tailored to  
your needs and is both time and cost effective. 
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FORTHCOMING SERVICES AND EVENTS 
 
 

Date 
 

Time Leader Refreshment Rota 

Friday 11 March 
 

7.00pm Geoff Annis Lesley Annis 
Jannette Dubb 

Friday 18 March 
 

7.00pm John Friend Veronika Keczkes 
Jackie Lukes 

Wednesday 23 March 
(Purim Service and Kiddush) 

7.00pm Ian Sugarman Aimi Sugarman 
Ann Bush 

Friday 25 March 
(Admission to Faith Ceremony) 

7.00pm Peter Altoft Joanne Kearsley 
Fabian Knies 

Friday 1 April 
 

7.00pm Aimi Sugarman Audrey Sugarman 
Elaine Winetroube 

Shabbat 2 April 
 

10.30am Ian Sugarman 
John Friend 

Marija Guilas 
Gillian Smith 

Shabbat 2 April 
(Torah Workshop) 

12.15pm Tony Sevilla-Harland N/A 

Friday 8 April 
 

7.00pm Sarita Robinson 
 

Ann Bush 
Deborah Wrapson 

Friday 15 April 
 

7.00pm Geoff Annis Lesley Annis 
Jannette Dubb 

Friday 15 April 
 (Council Meeting) 

8.00pm Ian Sugarman N/A 

Friday 22 April 
(Communal Seder) 

6.30pm Jim Lightowler Ann Bush 
Joanne Kearsley 

Friday 29 April 
 

7.00pm Tony Sevilla-Harland Ann Sevilla-Harland 
Jackie Lukes 

Friday 6 May 
 

7.00pm Peter Altoft Joanne Kearsley 
Fabian Knies 

Shabbat 7 May 
 

10.30am Ian Sugarman 
John Friend 

Marija Guilas 
Gillian Smith 

Shabbat 7 May 
(Torah Workshop) 

12.15pm Tony Sevilla-Harland N/A 

Friday 13 May 
 

7.00pm Aimi Sugarman Audrey Sugarman 
Elaine Winetroube 

Sunday 15 May  
(Hebrew Reading Class) 

10.30am Deborah Wrapson 
 

N/A 

Sunday 15 May 
(Conversion Class) 

11.30am Ian Sugarman 
 

N/A 

Friday 20 May 
 

7.00pm John Friend Veronika Keczkes 
Jackie Lukes 

 
If you are unable to take your turn on the service rota, please arrange for someone else to 
take your place.  
 
If you are unable to take your turn on the refreshment rota, please arrange for someone 
else to take your place and inform Audrey Sugarman on (01482) 563835 to ensure that 
sufficient refreshments are available. 
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MEMORIAL BOARD 
 
The Synagogue Council would again like 
to inform members that there is still 
space available on the Memorial Board 
for members to purchase a plaque in 
memory of their loved one(s).   
 
For further details, please contact Henry 
Goldstone on (01482) 667258. 

 

KIDDUSH SPONSORING 
 
During the year, you might want to mark 
that special occasion in a unique, yet 
innovative manner. In order to help you 
solve your dilemma, the Synagogue 
Council has agreed to allow the 
sponsoring of Kiddushim.  
 
If you would like further details, or wish 
to reserve a particular date, please 
contact Ann Sevilla-Harland on (01652 
688362) 

POTENTIAL NEW MEMBERS 
 

 
 
If any members of the Synagogue are aware of, 
or are contacted by, potential new members, 
hoping to join our Synagogue, please advise 
them to contact our Secretary  
 
Joanne Kearsley on 01724 340506  
or at joannekearsley@yahoo.co.uk  
 
who will provide them with further information 
and the necessary application forms. 

mailto:joannekearsley@yahoo.co.uk

