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Although I was unable to attend the City of Hull Holocaust Memorial Day 2017 at the Hull
Guildhall on Thursday 26 January 2017, I understand that there was a reasonable
attendance from our community and the programme of presentations, poems and music
was not only entertaining, but thought-provoking. Regarding the Holocaust, I think that it is
very important that we continue to pass on the stories of the horrors and sacrifice to future
generations of Jews and non-Jews and thus ensure that “We shall never forget”.
With that thought in mind, we will be arranging a social afternoon or evening in July 2017 to
show the newly released film ‘Denial’, which followed the court case surrounding the denial
of the Holocaust. We intend to screen it the Shul hall and the invitation to attend would be
opened up to the whole Jewish community.
The attendance for the Tu B’Shevat Seder was very good and the informal manner of the
Service, with assistance from Aimi Sugarman, and the opportunity to come together to
celebrate, to talk and to eat, made the evening truly special. I certainly managed to eat my
way through my ‘5-a-day’.
Looking ahead, there’s quite a bit going on. Our Purim Service and Kiddush will be held on
Saturday evening 11 March 2017. Fancy dress is optional, but feel free to get into the spirit
of Purim even if it’s a token effort. Following the Kiddush, we have arranged a social
evening including a quiz called “Family Broygus” which is loosely based on the popular quiz
show “Family Fortunes”. Refreshments will be available, but you will need to bring a bottle.
Details of the rest of the events taking place over the next few months, can be found of
pages 3 and 4. Don’t forget that our Communal Seder will be held on the first night of
Pesach, Monday 10 April 2017 and that the earlier you buy your tickets the cheaper they
are.
Finally, please don’t forget to come to our Friday Night and Shabbat Morning Services.
_________________________________________________________________________
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SOCIAL AND PERSONAL
PURIM SERVICE, KIDDUSH AND ‘FAMILY BROYGUS’
This year's Purim celebrations will be taking place on
Saturday evening, 11 March 2017, starting at 7.00pm. As
usual, the Purim Service and reading of the Megillah Esther
will be conducted by members of the congregation following
which we are planning to hold a Purim Kiddush and social
evening to which everyone is invited.
Fancy dress is optional, but it is Purim. There will be the
opportunity to enjoy a Jewish-style quiz based around the
popular TV show “Family Fortunes".
Although the Purim tradition is that you must be so intoxicated that you are unable to tell
Haman from Mordechai, no alcohol will be provided, except for Kiddush wine (?).
Refreshments (nibbles) will be provided, but please bring a bottle (or two) if you want
something more alcoholic.
Please make every effort to attend what should be a fun evening.
_________________________________________________________________________
HULL JEWISH COMMUNITY CARE (HJCC)
Following the success of the recent social event, HJCC
have great pleasure in inviting the community to another of
their Friendly Circle afternoon teas on Thursday 16 March
2017 at 2.00pm.
The event is taking place at the Ne’ve Shalom
Synagogue and as usual, there will be a “sumptuous
repast”, before which, there will be some planned
entertainment.
For further details or to request a lift, please contact Harold Flasher, Chairman of HJCC, on
(01482) 655537 or 07766 416 605, (or indeed, any member of the committee).
_________________________________________________________________________
HEADSTONE CONSECRATIONS
The headstone, in loving memory of the late Lionel
Schooler (Olav Ha’shalom), will be consecrated on
Sunday 2 April 2017 at the Tranby Lane Cemetery.
The Service will commence at 2.00pm and all the
community is invited. Refreshments will be available in
the Shul hall following the service.
The headstone, in loving memory of the late Warren Winetroube (Olav Ha’shalom), will be
consecrated on Sunday 23 April 2017 at the Tranby Lane Cemetery.
The Service will commence at 12 noon and all the community is invited. Refreshments will
be available in the Shul hall following the service.
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS
SPECIAL KIDDUSH
Gillian Smith would like to invite all members of the community to
join with her to celebrate her 80th birthday.
She will be hosting a special Kiddush following the regular Friday
Night Service on 7 April 2017.
_________________________________________________________________________

COMMUNAL SEDER 5777
This year’s Communal Seder will be taking place on the first
night of Pesach, Monday 10 April 2017.
The Seder Service will commence at 6.30pm and as in previous
years, the Seder is for members and their friends and there are
limited places available. As always, we are very pleased that our
Communal Seder is such a well attended event.
To ensure there is sufficient catering for everyone we need you to
book your place in advance. Tickets will again cost £13.00 per person for members and
£18.00 per person for non-members (£7.00 for children under 13 years). Tickets are
available from our Vice Chair, Andy Harbert, who can be contacted on 07736 397 858 or
see her in Shul.
Please note, that although bookings should be made in advance, should you choose to
pay on the night, the prices will rise to £15.00 per person for members and £20.00 per
person for non-members. Don’t wait, book now and save!
_________________________________________________________________________

OPEN FRIDAY NIGHT SERVICE
Following the huge success of the previous Open Friday
Night Service, the next one will take place on Friday 28 April
2017 starting at 7.00pm. What makes this Service different
from the normal Friday Night service is the running
commentary from those leading the Service explaining the
nature of the prayers being recited, their background, origin
and the traditional rituals being observed.
After the Service, and following the Brachot over the wine and bread, there will be the
Kiddush with a wide range of “Jewish-style” foods. There also will be opportunity to look
around the Synagogue, talk to those members present and examine the Ark, Scrolls and
other artefacts. Please feel free to invite guests, both Jewish and non-Jewish to this
interesting event, but please contact Audrey on (01482) 563835 with numbers to enable
sufficient catering.
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SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL MEETING
3 February 2017
Present: Ian Sugarman (Chair), Joanne Kearsley (Secretary), Aimi Sugarman (Treasurer),
Andy Harbert (Vice Chair), Audrey Sugarman, Henry Goldstone, Phil O’Driscoll, Malcolm
Rosenberg.
Business
The Chair confirmed that the Annual Return for the Movement for Reform Judaism (MRJ)
had been completed and sent. He explained it was statistical information about the Shul
which was used by MRJ to produce a national picture of Reform Judaism. The Chair
reported that Chanukah Service and Kiddush on Friday 30 December 2016 had been well
attended and a good evening was enjoyed by all.
The Treasurer reported that the Shul’s finances were healthy and as far as she was aware
there were only two forthcoming payments, the JJBS premium and the Insurance renewal,
both of which would be paid in this Financial Year. There was a small number of
membership subscriptions still outstanding and Malcolm agreed to assist the Treasurer to
contact those who had outstanding payments and to encourage them to pay. The Treasurer
had contacted Bluefin, the Insurance Broker, who had informed her that the cost of the
cover would be dramatically reduced, as they had recently re-designated the Shul as a
religious building and not, as previously advised, a limited company and commercial
property. The Treasurer confirmed that she would be discussing the renewal with Bluefin to
ensure that the Shul was adequately covered and that all contents, including the CCTV
system, were covered. The Treasurer then handed out copies of the letter received from
Richard Broom, the independent financial advisor, outlining his investment suggestions
following a meeting between him, the Chair, the Treasurer and Henry, as one of the
Trustees. Having read Richard’s advice and following a brief discussion, the Council agreed
to approach Richard for his assistance and the Treasurer agreed to draw up a letter asking
for the proposed cost of Richard's financial advice and services.
The Chair confirmed that the Tu B’Shevat Seder would be taking place on Friday 10
February 2017. The Purim and Social Evening would be taking place on Saturday evening
11 March and there would be a quiz based on the format of Family Fortunes. Fancy dress
was optional. Lionel Schooler’s Headstone Consecration would be taking place on Sunday
2 April 2017 at 2.00pm and Warren Winetroube’s would be taking place on Sunday 23 April
at 12 noon. The council agreed to hold another Friday Night Open Service on 28 April 2017
at 7.00pm.
The Secretary reported that Andrew Percy’s final Beit Din interview would be taking place at
the Montague Centre in London on Thursday 16 March 2017. The Chair hoped to be there
to provide support. The Council was informed that there would be a special Kiddush after
the service on Friday 7 April 2017 to celebrate the 80th birthday of Gillian Smith to which
everyone was invited. The Council agreed that the Shul will purchase six new Siddurim in
memory of Geoff Annis. lt was suggested by Aimi and passed by the Council that a portable
speaker and microphone be purchased to enable the congregation to better hear the
outdoor funeral services conducted at Tranby cemetery. Aimi also suggested that a social
afternoon or evening in July 2017 be scheduled to show the newly released film ‘Denial’,
which followed the court case surrounding the denial of the Holocaust. It was agreed that
the film would be shown in the Shul hall and that attendance would be opened up to the
whole Jewish community.
Date of next Council meeting - Friday 24 March 2017
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JNF GREEN SUNDAY 2017
Hopefully, everyone in the Community, will receive a personal
letter, mailed from London or perhaps a telephone call, also
from London, asking for your support again. JNF hopes that
as in the past, you will respond as generously as you can.
Green Sunday gives everyone across the Community, the
opportunity to support the Hull Jewish Community Grove.
So, if you would like to be represented in Hull’s own project, please make sure you say your
donation this year, is for the Hull Jewish Community Grove. Green Sunday gives the
Community the chance to complete the project, in time for the Chief Rabbi’s visit in March.
The JNF should be given credit for its magnificent effort supporting many varied Projects,
from planting trees to reservoirs to centres for disabled people, such as Aleh Negev, which
Hull supported so splendidly, benefiting Jew and Arab alike. JNF looks forward to your
generous support.
_________________________________________________________________________
THE HULL JEWISH COMMUNITY GROVE
Many of you may have already made (or already broken),
your New Year Resolutions, but here is just a suggestion.
Remember, “The 250"‘ Anniversary Celebrations”, has
given the Community a reason to share this memorable,
once in a lifetime event, with the State of Israel. It would be
wonderful if every family in the Community were
represented in the Project. So, why not say to yourself, “ I
will plant trees in the Hull Jewish Community Grove!”
To all those members of the Community who have already supported the Project, l offer my
most sincere thanks. You can plant trees celebrating a special event in your life, or as many
have already done, in memory of loved ones.
What better way to remember those sadly, no longer with us? It would be wonderful if we
could complete the grove in time for the Chief Rabbi’s visit in March.
With your support we can!
Should you like to be associated with the Hull Jewish Community Grove, in any particular
way, please ring Michael on (01482) 644987.
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SARITA’S UPDATE
We have received the following article from Sarita Robinson who is the Movement for
Reform Judaism ’s northern communities development worker.
Wow, what a busy time we have coming up! Since the launch
of our 3 initiatives at Chagigah we have been making great
progress with communities getting involved in different ways.
Communities that Care: Tackling isolation and
loneliness, the beginning of March sees the beginning of our
Pre-Pesach Telethon where we are encouraging and
supporting all our communities to reach out to those of our
members who we don’t see often. Through conversations connections are made and we
hope that no one is left feeling alone. Sinai already does twice annual telethons and we are
delighted they are leading the way, well done to Val and her team.
Re-imagining Synagogue leadership: We ran a fantastic training session in Manchester
in conjunction with Citizens UK which was attended by members of many of our Northern
communities. If you would like to find out more about using community organising in your
synagogue do get in touch.
Empowering personal spiritual practice: The aim of this initiative is to enrich people
Jewishly, we regularly hear questions about what is Reform identity, what does it mean to
be Reform and who are we as Reform Jews. We will begin by focussing on rituals at home,
how we can empower people to be more confident in ritual and to begin developing their
own.
Online Learning: joins together sessions taught online with small chevrutah (group)
learning in person. The topic is Jewish Ethics and will explore these questions through
examination of a range of Jewish and non-Jewish, classical and modern texts, delving into
issues around responsibility and accountability, inclusivity and boundaries, managing our
own needs and values with that of others, communication, crisis and crafting positive
relationships. The course begins on Tuesday 9 May and bookings are open.
L’Chaim: our very latest module is ready! If you haven’t been part of L’Chaim but would like
to Rabbi Laura would be delighted to bring you up to speed before the launch of Social
Justice at Menorah on 3 May, 7-10pm
Shirei Chagigah, our very own music conference, will be taking place on 6-9 July. It isn’t
only for those who love to sing it is for everyone who wants to either experience something
new, different or recharge your spiritual batteries. One of the most important things about it
is not only creating a fantastic Reform community for the 4 days but it is about the take
home value in everything you learn with a focus on “how you can do this at home"
Northern Chagigah this year is the 3-5 November and is taking place at the Hawkhills in
Easingwold, only a hop skip and jump away from you so what are you waiting for? Our
theme is around the changing seasons and how we mark time through our festivals. As
always there will be an exciting RSY-Netzer programme for the children as well as a crèche
for the under 5s.
For information on all events check out www.reformjudaism.org.uk and click on events or if
there's something you would like to see or be involved in please get in touch with me on
07415 274 362 or Sarita@rjuk.org
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REFORM JUDAISM IN 1000 WORDS
Reform Judaism in 1000 Words offers one short but deep article a week written by rabbis
from across the country to explore and expand engagement with Reform Jewish thought
and practice in the 21st century. We have reproduced the article sent out recently on the
theme of “Kabbalah”.
Context
In earlier generations of Reform Judaism, Talmud was
rarely studied. In our time, it is regularly taught in our
synagogues, and is a fundamental aspect of rabbinic
training. We came to understand that all of our texts are
part of our rich literary inheritance, and all can be a
source of inspiration and meaning if we develop the
skills to access them. The last few years have seen a
similar increase in interest in Kabbalah, which now finds
itself firmly within the mainstream of Jewish culture as
we seek to engage with new and old routes to
spirituality.
As Rabbi Larry Tabick, rabbi at Shir Hayim - Hampstead
Reform, lecturer in Kabbalah and Hasidism at the Leo
Baeck College, and author of The Aura of Torah (JPSA
2014) explains, this is new ground for Reform Judaism.
He is leading the way in thinking about how we, as
Progressive Jews, can engage with these texts and
ideas.
Content
Kabbalah is like Marmite: You either love it, or you hate it. For some, it is pure superstition,
not worthy of our interest. For others, it is a treif (unkosher) import into Judaism. I suspect
neither group has ever studied it. Both are wrong. Kabbalah is not superstitious at its heart,
though it contains much that is, and Kabbalah, while historically open to ‘foreign’ ideas (as
Judaism generally was), is largely home-grown.
Our Reform founders would have been horrified to learn that Kabbalah is now taught openly
in Reform rabbinic training colleges and in congregations. To them, it represented all the
medievalism and superstition they were trying to remove from Judaism. (Previous authors
on British Reform Judaism, such as Rabbis Dow Marmur and Jonathan Romain, never
mention the subject.) And yet, as the academic study of Kabbalah became more
acceptable, primarily through the efforts of Professor Gershom Scholem and his students, it
became almost inevitable that progressive rabbinic institutions would follow suit. Rabbinic
colleges were slow to do so, however, and at first, there was little suggestion that such an
esoteric subject would find its way into the sermons produced by their graduates, or into
adult study programmes. This situation is now changed, so that all the non-orthodox
rabbinic training institutions, including our own Leo Baeck College, offer courses in
Kabbalah with the pulpit and adult classroom in mind.
For the uninitiated, what is Kabbalah? Kabbalah is the Jewish esoteric and mystical
tradition. lts primary expression is the Zohar, a product of the late 13th century Jewish
community of Spain, but it encompasses a vast literature that precedes and follows the
Zohar itself. Why should we Reform Jews study it? I suggest five reasons.
Shofar Shalom – Adar 5777
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1. History. Though it arose in elitist study groups, Kabbalah was the dominant ideology of
Judaism from the fifteenth to nineteenth centuries, and in some circles, still is. It has given
us many elements of our liturgy, most notably the songs L’cha Dodi and Y’did Nefesh, and
the Kabbalat Shabbat portion of the Friday evening service.
2. Descriptive. The great German-Jewish thinker Franz Rosenzweig taught that the aim of
Jewish education was to create Jews for whom nothing Jewish was foreign. Surely, this
definition means that Kabbalah has to be covered, as part of our broader Jewish learning.
3. Prescriptive. For some, Kabbalah will prove fascinating. They will wish to delve further
into it, to use its insights to deepen their understanding of Judaism and its practice, to take
kabbalistic meditations to heart. The vast literature of Kabbalah, and especially that of its
offshoot Hasidism, is also a rich source of sermon material.
4. Ethical. Kabbalah teaches that all that is, the earth and all its inhabitants, are not only
created by God, but are manifestations of God. Therefore, the environment and other
human beings, no matter their background or culture, are worthy of our respect and indeed,
our reverence.
5. Demography and leadership. There is a small but significant minority of young Jewish
people who are hungry for spirituality. If we offered more Kabbalah, that might help to keep
them with us. Otherwise, we run the risk of losing them to Chabad, Aish, the Kabbalah
Center, Buddhism, whatever. If they feel that Reform Judaism meets their spiritual needs,
they could be our leaders and rabbis of the future.
Reform Judaism must, as it does with all Jewish sources, bring a critical attitude to the
study of Kabbalah. In particular, we need to steer a careful course between conflicting
demands. We have to be aware of academic work on the subject, because Kabbalah arose
and came to prominence in particular historical periods whose concerns and focus might
not be the same as our own. This would help us avoid ahistorical fallacies. (For example,
the Zohar is not the product of second century Palestine, but of thirteenth century Spain.)
Our knowledge must be grounded in traditional texts, to preserve our Jewish authenticity
and keep us far from a trendy, but shallow, spirituality.
We have to be critical of the ethics and morality taught by our mystical tradition. It may be
fine to learn to give a lower priority to our material desires and a greater one to our spiritual
needs, and to the needs of others, but Kabbalah also contains much that is sexist by our
standards, or disparaging of other peoples and faiths. We must therefore be outward
looking. Mysticism is a common feature of many human societies, each with its own
approach and practices. Kabbalah is a uniquely Jewish path, but respect must be accorded
paths because they too are deeply human, and may contain lessons for us.
Kabbalah presents serious challenges to Reform Jews. It challenges us to be more ritually
observant, to help us keep our high ethical principles in mind at all times. It urges us to be
mindful of God in all that we do. It stimulates us to think beyond the emotional and rational
categories that normally govern our lives, and to go beyond literalism in our understanding
of our prayers and our Scriptures. Here is one tiny example of how the insights of Kabbalah
might deepen our spiritual understanding and ethical practice, from a work attributed to
Hayyim Vital (1542-1620): “The Inﬁnite is internal to all the worlds and external to all the
worlds. ” All things that exist, you, me, the numberless things that fill the universe, all
contain something of the Infinite, of God. In modern terms, the universe is a fractal in which
every part, as it were, contains the whole. This implies that every moment presents us with
a revelation, that every creature and every person is worthy of our respect. All we need to
do is: pay attention. What could be more profound, more Jewish, more spiritual and more
progressive than that?
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ENGLISH YAHRZEIT DATES WHICH CORRESPOND TO
THE HEBREW DATES FOR RELATIVES OF MEMBERS OF
NE’VE SHALOM – THE HULL REFORM SYNAGOGUE
Hermina Merz
Cissie Dubb
Sylvia Hirschfeld
Zena Lightowler
Kayla Bermitz
Helen Sprinz
Maudie Harris
Sydney Landau
Poul Lustig
Lilian Friend (II)
Hilda Schooler (II)

1 Mar. 2017
1 Mar. 2017
2 Mar. 2017
2 Mar. 2017
3 Mar. 2017
4 Mar. 2017
5 Mar. 2017
6 Mar. 2017
7 Mar. 2017
7 Mar. 2017
7 Mar. 2017

Joseph Rosenberg (II)
Jack Powell (II)
Rita Bermitz
Pauline Rosenberg
Sadie Bermitz
Norman Levy
Solomon Wayne
Shirley Rosenberg
Sydney Leving (II)
Sydney Furman
Koppel Peysner

9 Mar. 2017
10 Mar. 2017
11 Mar. 2017
11 Mar. 2017
12 Mar. 2017
12 Mar. 2017
14 Mar. 2017
17 Mar. 2017
17 Mar. 2017
18 Mar. 2017
18 Mar. 2017

Traditionally, Jewish Yahrzeits are remembered on the Hebrew date, which means that
there might be some variation in the English date each year.
If the Hebrew date is observed, it must be remembered that the Yahrzeit starts the
evening before.
Memorial prayers for the deceased will be recited during the Friday Night Service for those
Yahrzeits which fall during the coming week. If a Yahrzeit falls on a Friday Night, please
remember that the prayers will usually be recited during the Friday Night Service the week
before.



1 Day Emergency First Aid at work £60.00 plus vat



2 Day First Aid at Work Requalification £110.00 plus vat



3 Day First Aid at Work £160.00 plus vat



2 Day Paediatric First Aid £95.00 plus vat



1 Day CIEH 2 Health & Safety £70.00 plus vat



1 Day CIEH 2 Food Safety £70.00 plus vat



3 Hour Asbestos Awareness £45.00 plus vat



3 Hour Manual Handling Awareness £45.00 plus vat



2 Hour Fire Safety Awareness £45.00 plus vat

On-site training
If you have a group of employees (min 8) requiring training,
then we can come to you. On-site training can be tailored to
your needs and is both time and cost effective.
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FORTHCOMING SERVICES AND EVENTS
Date

Time

Leader

Refreshment Rota

Friday 3 March

7.00pm

Sarita Robinson

Shabbat 4 March

10.30am Ian Sugarman
Tony Sevilla-Harland
12.15pm Tony Sevilla-Harland

Ann Bush
Veronika Keczkes
Marija Guilas
Gillian Smith
N/A

Shabbat 4 March
(Torah Workshop)
Friday 10 March

7.00pm

Aimi Sugarman

Saturday 11 March
(Purim Service and Social)
Sunday 12 March
(Hebrew Reading Class)
Sunday 12 March
(Conversion Class)
Thursday 16 March
(Friendly Circle)
Friday 17 March

7.00pm

Ian Sugarman

Friday 24 March

7.00pm

Friday 24 March
(Council Meeting)
Sunday 26 March
(Hebrew Reading Class)
Sunday 26 March
(Conversion Class)
Friday 31 March

8.00pm

Shabbat 1 April
Shabbat 1 April
(Torah Workshop)
Sunday 2 April
(Hebrew Reading Class)
Sunday 2 April
(Conversion Class)
Sunday 2 April
(Lionel Schooler Stone Setting)

11.00am Deborah Wrapson

Helen Jackman
Andy Harbert
Aimi Sugarman
Sarita Robinson
N/A

11.30am Ian Sugarman

N/A

2.00pm

Audrey Sugarman
Lesley Annis
Joanne Kearsley
Gill Drummond
Christine Joseph-Jay
Elaine Winetroube
N/A

Harold Flasher

10.30am Peter Altoft
Andy Harbert
Phil O’Driscoll
Ian Sugarman

11.00am Deborah Wrapson

N/A

11.30am Ian Sugarman

N/A

7.00pm

10.30am Ian Sugarman
John Friend
12.15pm Tony Sevilla-Harland

Veronika Keczkes
Jackie Lukes
Marija Guilas
Gillian Smith
N/A

11.00am Deborah Wrapson

N/A

11.30am Ian Sugarman

N/A

2.00pm

Audrey Sugarman

Sarita Robinson

Ian Sugarman

If you are unable to take your turn on the service rota, please arrange for someone else to
take your place.
If you are unable to take your turn on the refreshment rota, please arrange for someone
else to take your place and inform Audrey Sugarman on (01482) 563835 to ensure that
sufficient refreshments are available.
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MEMORIAL BOARD
The Synagogue Council would again like
to inform members that there is still
space available on the Memorial Board
for members to purchase a plaque in
memory of their loved one(s).
For further details, please contact Henry
Goldstone on (01482) 667258.

KIDDUSH SPONSORING
During the year, you might want to mark
that special occasion in a unique, yet
innovative manner. In order to help you
solve your dilemma, the Synagogue
Council has agreed to allow the
sponsoring of Kiddushim.
If you would like further details, or wish
to reserve a particular date, please
contact Aimi Sugarman on (01482
835864) or a.sugarman@hotmail.co.uk

POTENTIAL NEW MEMBERS

If any members of the Synagogue are aware of,
or are contacted by, potential new members,
hoping to join our Synagogue, please advise
them to contact our Secretary
Joanne Kearsley on 01724 340506
or at joannekearsley@yahoo.co.uk
who will provide them with further information
and the necessary application forms.
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