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CHAIR’S REPORT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Shalom 
 
I hope you are all keeping well and managing to stay clear of the winter flu bug, which I can 
report from personal experience, is not very pleasant at all.  Following on from the (man) flu 
I managed to pick up an ear infection which has left me deaf in one ear, hopefully my 
hearing should return! 
 
We had a splendid turn out for our film afternoon (The Zoo Keeper’s Wife) in January. 
Although the film was very moving and reduced most of us to tears, we all enjoyed it very 
much. Special thanks to Ian for acting as projectionist and sound man for the afternoon. 
Also, thanks to Aimi as our usherette with her wonderful snacks and drinks. We are 
planning another film afternoon within the next few months. We will be showing the film 
“66”, which is about problems faced by a boy whose Barmitzvah coincides with the final of 
the 1966 World Cup. You can leave your tissues at home for this film, which is a little more 
cheerful. 
 
Rabbi Ian Morris from Sinai Synagogue in Leeds has now retired from his role which he has 
undertaken for the last 30 years. I wish a long and pleasant retirement. 
 
Attendance was good at the Guildhall in Hull to mark the Holocaust Memorial Day. Our very 
own Sarita had the honour of giving the Priestly blessing this year. Thank you Sarita 
 
We are holding one of our famous Friday Night Open Services on Friday 23 February 2018 
at 7.00pm. If you know anyone who would like to come along, please contact Audrey. 
Further details can be found on page 3. Ian and Aimi will be leading the service and giving 
a running commentary. We have decided to have fancy dress again at this year Purim 
Service and Kiddush on Wednesday 28 February 2018. The best dressed will receive a 
prize.  
 
Tickets will be on sale soon for this year’s Pesach Seder which will take place Friday 30 

March 2018. More details and ticket prices can be found on page 4. 
 
We now have the date for the Defibrillator and First Aid training, which is the afternoon of 
22 April 2018. The event will start at 2.00pm and all are welcome. There will be light 
refreshments of bagels, tea etc. 
 
School and group visits are still going well and special thanks to Deborah and team for 
organising these. 
 
Many thanks indeed for all your kind birthday messages and cards for my half century. 
They were much appreciated!  
 
Finally, please don’t forget to come to our Friday Night services at 7.00pm and Shabbat 
Morning Services at 10.30am. 

Adar 5778 
February/March 2018 
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SOCIAL AND PERSONAL 
 
 

HULL JEWISH COMMUNITY CARE (HJCC) 
 
Following the success of the recent social event, HJCC 
have great pleasure in inviting the community to another of 
their Friendly Circle afternoon teas on Wednesday 14 
February 2018 at 2.00pm. The event is taking place at the 
Pryme Street Synagogue. All our usual friends and any 
others guests are very welcome to our social event followed by 
our usual sumptuous repast. 
 

For further details or to request a lift to this events, please contact Harold Flasher, 
Chairman of HJCC, on (01482) 655 537 or 07766 416 605, (or indeed, any member of the 
committee). 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
OPEN FRIDAY NIGHT SERVICE 

 
Following the huge success of previous Open Friday Night 
Services, the next one will take place on Friday 23 February 
2018 starting at 7.00pm. What makes this Service different 
from the normal Friday Night service is the running 
commentary from those leading the Service explaining the 
nature of the prayers being recited, their background, origin 
and the traditional rituals being observed.  
 

After the Service, and following the Brachot over the wine and bread, there will be the 
Kiddush with a wide range of “Jewish-style” foods. There also will be opportunity to look 
around the Synagogue, talk to those members present and examine the Ark, Scrolls and 
other artefacts.  
 
Please feel free to invite guests, both Jewish and non-Jewish to this interesting event, but 
please contact Audrey on (01482) 563835 with numbers to enable sufficient catering. 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

PURIM SERVICE AND KIDDUSH 
 
This year's Purim celebrations will be taking place on 
Wednesday evening, 28 February 2018, starting at 
7.00pm. As usual, the Purim Service and reading of the 
Megillah Esther will be conducted by members of the 
congregation 
 
Fancy dress is optional, but it is Purim after all, and a prize 
will be awarded to the best dressed. 
 
Although the Purim tradition is that you must be so 
intoxicated that you are unable to tell Haman from 
Mordechai, no spirits or strong alcohol will be provided, only 
Kiddush wine. 
 

Please make every effort to attend what should be a fun evening. 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 

COMMUNAL SEDER 5778 
 

This year’s Communal Seder will be taking place on the first 
night of Pesach, Friday 30 March 2018.  
 
The Seder Service will commence at 6.30pm and as in previous 
years, the Seder is for members and their friends and there are 
limited places available. As always, we are very pleased that our 
Communal Seder is such a well attended event.   
 
To ensure there is sufficient catering for everyone we need you to 

book your place in advance.  Tickets will again cost £13.00 per person for members and 
£18.00 per person for non-members (£7.00 for children under 13 years). Tickets are 
available from our Vice Chair, Phil O’Driscoll, who can be contacted on 07903 578 490 or 
see him in Shul.  
 
Please note, that although bookings should be made in advance,  should you choose to 
pay on the night, the prices will rise to £15.00 per person for members and £20.00 per 
person for non-members. Don’t wait, book now and save! 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 DEFIBRILLATOR TRAINING, FIRST AID, TEA AND BAGELS 
 
Eighteen months ago, Hull Jewish Community Care kindly 
donated a defibrillator to the Shul to be used in the event of 
someone having a sudden cardiac arrest (heart attack) in the 
building. 
 
It is important, however, that there is always someone present 
at the event or Service who is trained to use the defibrillator 
correctly.  
 
To ensure that this is the case, the Council have decided to 
arrange a further defibrillator and first aid training event, with tea 
and bagels, to be held in the Shul Hall on Sunday 22 April 
2018 at 2.00pm.  
 

This free training, which lasts about two hours, is open to everyone, in order to make the 
difference between saving a life and not knowing what to do. 
______________________________________________________________________ 
   

RECEIVING THE SHOFAR SHALOM ELECTRONICALLY 
 

In these current environmentally friendly times, we are offering 
all members the opportunity the receive the Shofar Shalom 
directly to them by e-mail.  
 
If you do wish to receive your Shofar Shalom electronically, 
please contact Ian Sugarman on ian@isa.karoo.co.uk who will 
add you to the electronic mailing list. 
 

mailto:ian@isa.karoo.co.uk
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SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL MEETING 
19 January 2018 

 
Present - Andy Harbert (Chair), Joanne Kearsley (Secretary), Aimi Sugarman (Treasurer), 
Phil O’Driscoll, Audrey Sugarman, Henry Goldstone, Malcolm Rosenberg, Ian Sugarman 
and Elaine Winetroube. 
 
Business 
 
The Chair reported that the new boiler in the kitchen, which had been donated by HJCC 
was now installed and working well. A new hand drier had been installed in the disabled 
toilets and James had ordered a further two hand dryers from Chesters, one of each to be 
installed in the other two toilets. A defibrillator training course had been arranged for 
2.00pm on 22 April 2018, bagels and refreshments to be available to those attending.  
 
The Chair reported that about 25 people attended the Chanukah Service held on Friday 15 
December 2017. He also reported that the following Sunday lunchtime HJCC Chanukah 
party at Pryme Street was enjoyed by 80 people who dined on a meal of fish and chips. The 
Chair had received an invitation from the Hull City Council to attend this year’s National 
Holocaust Memorial Day ceremony at the Guildhall.  The theme would be ‘The Power of 
Words’ and the ceremony would be held at  7.00pm on Thursday 25 January 2018. 
 
The Treasurer reported that following the recent confusion with the Shul’s boiler and 
radiator cover, she had been in touch with Homecare regarding the policy and yearly 
payment. It appeared that not only had the Shul been overpaying, but that the Shul’s 
Homecare cover was for residential premises and should never have been offered to the 
Shul. It was decided that the policy should be immediately cancelled and the Treasurer 
agreed to look into the issue of mis-selling. It was also decided that, as Homecare’s non-
residential yearly policy fees were so high, local tradesmen would be contacted to deal with 
any problems. This would be far cheaper that the proposed Homecare cover. 
 
The Council felt that those volunteering to carry out school visits were doing an excellent 
service and it was unanimously agreed that these volunteers should be paid travel 
expenses, which included Humber Bridge tolls. Mileage allowance would be paid and the 
distance travelled would be calculated from the volunteer’s home address. It was also 
decided that due to these costs and the additional cost of paying the caretaker to be in 
attendance and the cost of fruit juice, challah and other foodstuffs, a minimum donation 
should be requested from visiting schools. It was suggested that this donation be explained 
on the Shul’s website 
 
There will be a showing of “The Zoo Keeper’s Wife” in the Shul Hall on Sunday 21 January 
at 2.30pm and the Tu B’Shevat Seder will be held on Tuesday 30 January at 7.00pm. The 
Friday Night Open service will be held on 23 February at 7.00pm and the Purim Service will 
take place on Wednesday 28th February at 7.00pm. The Communal Seder, which will be 
led by Sarita, will be held on Friday 30 March starting at 6.30pm. The price of the tickets 
would be £13.00 for members and £18.00 for non-members. 
 
It was unanimously agreed by the Council that a bouquet of flowers be sent to Ann Bush for 
all her past work helping with the Pesach Seder. Due to the late finishes of meetings, the 
Council decided that future Council meetings would commence at 6.00pm, finishing at 
7.00pm in readiness for the Friday Night Service. 
 
Date of next Council meeting – Friday 9 March 2018 
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BOARD OF DEPUTIES 
WORKING FOR OUR COMMUNITY 

 
A question that is often asked is “what does the 
Board of Deputies actually do?”  Here are a few of its 
main achievements this year. Some of which you will 
be aware of and others you may not. 
 

Last year was dominated by the General Election. The Board of Deputies published its 
Jewish Manifesto, which was distributed to all prospective parliamentary candidates and 
asked for 10 commitments on those matters that, through exhaustive consultations, you 
have told us are important to you. Separate manifestos were produced for the assembly 
elections in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland and hustings were held enabling those in 
Jewish communities to put their points to politicians. 
 
The Board of Deputies was heavily involved 
in celebrating the 100th anniversary of the 
Balfour Declaration. The centrepiece was a 
Parliamentary Reception at which Foreign 
Secretary Boris Johnson was photographed 
with Chief Executive Gillian Merron holding a 
facsimile of the declaration. He spoke about 
“the magic, the genius and miracle of Israel”. 
 
In the past year the Board of Deputies has persuaded public bodies and political parties to 
adopt the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance definition of anti-Semitism. 
Councils and organisations up and down the country have accepted its arguments for this 
crucial document whose aim is to protect Jews from hatred. 
 
The Board of Deputies has lobbied tirelessly for Jewish faith schools, its Pikuach education 
service (the Jewish Ofsted) has rigorously inspected religious education programmes 
throughout our schools and The Jewish Living Experience exhibition gave schoolchildren 
across the country a flavour of what it is like to live as a Jew. Meanwhile, a programme was 
launched last year to train outreach ambassadors to go into schools and other institutions to 
educate non-Jews about Judaism. 
 
In 2017 the Board of Deputies launched its Invest in Peace programme, an initiative which 
invites communities to support Israeli-Palestinian Peace-building through a series of events 
held in London, Leeds, Manchester and Glasgow in partnership with Churches Together in 
Britain and Ireland. 
 
The Board’s interfaith team has travelled the length and breadth of the country speaking to 
Muslim communities in London Bradford Leeds, Birmingham, Manchester and Glasgow. 
This is not a case of pleasantries over tea and biscuits, but difficult conversations on the 
toughest topics including the Middle East, hate crime, violent extremism and religious 
values.  

 
In the autumn, the Board of Deputies launched an 
updated booklet entitled Family Life and Customs: A 
Practical Guide. The guide is intended for lawyers and 
judges who are working with Jewish clients who need a 
trusted resource that provides baseline understanding 
of Jewish practices. It was launched at the Supreme 
Court by its President, Lady Hale. 
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The Board of Deputies continued its work in documenting the community in partnership with 
JPR. The latest publication was a comprehensive report on synagogue membership in the 
UK. 
 
In addition, it brought together diplomats from 30 countries at a diplomatic forum in London, 
its successful annual dinner featured an interview between Scottish Conservative Leader 
Ruth Davidson and the BBC’s Head of News James Harding. There were meetings with 
Cabinet Ministers and party leader including Scottish First Minister Nicola Sturgeon. 
 
The Board of Deputies work is vital in so many different areas and it can only continue to 
represent us and work on our behalf if we continue to provide it with support. 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL 
 
Chairman: Andy Harbert (Shul Management) 07736 397858 
Vice Chairman: Phil O’Driscoll (Projects) 07903 578490 
Secretary: Joanne Kearsley (Administration) 01724 340506 
Treasurer: Aimi Sugarman (Financial) 07507 891608 
Senior Warden: Audrey Sugarman (Services and Mitzvot) 01482 563835 
Council Members: Henry Goldstone (Security/Plaques) 01482 667258 

Malcolm Rosenberg (Asst. Treasurer) 01482 846712 
 Elaine Winetroube (Telephone) 01482 571035 
Co-opted Members: Jim Lightowler (Building Maintenance) 01482 654663 

Chris Lilley (General) 07972 563194 
Life President: Ian Sugarman 01482 835864 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
ASK THE RABBI 

 
ReformJudaism.org responds to the following questions:  
 
 
“Is Purim now seen as a Jewish Halloween ?” 
 

 
Though both Purim and Halloween share the custom of dressing in costume, that is about 
all the two holidays have in common.   
 
Halloween is thought to have originated as a Celtic festival and later became a Christian 
holiday. Dressing in costume on Halloween probably dates back to the 16th century. The 
tradition of wearing costumes on Purim finds its origins in the Purim spiel, or play, which is 
a skit, often humorous, based on the Purim story. While at one time people dressed as the 
characters in the story, today people also select costumes based on characters from 
children’s stories and popular culture. 
 
The story of Purim, from the Book of Esther, tells about how Queen Esther and her cousin 
Mordechai save the Jews of Persia from Haman, the king’s evil prime minister. Rather than 
going door-to-door and asking for candy, Purim is celebrated by public readings of the 
Purim story, dressing in costume, giving gifts of food to friends and neighbours, and 
attending Purim carnivals with games. 
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ENGLISH YAHRZEIT DATES WHICH CORRESPOND TO 
THE HEBREW DATES FOR RELATIVES OF MEMBERS OF 

NE’VE SHALOM – THE HULL REFORM SYNAGOGUE 
 

Rachel Levitt 
Leah Peysner 
Benjamin Brookner 
Maudie Harris 
Esther Rock 
Sydney Landau 
Minnie Gorfunkie 
Diana Halliday (II)  
Hermina Merz 
Cissie Dubb  
Sylvia Hirschfeld 
Zena Lightowler 
 

   8 Feb. 2018 
   8 Feb. 2018 
 10 Feb. 2018 
 12 Feb. 2018 
 13 Feb. 2018 
 13 Feb. 2018 
 14 Feb. 2018 
 17 Feb. 2018 
 18 Feb. 2018 
 18 Feb. 2018 
 19 Feb. 2018 
 19 Feb. 2018    
 

Kayla Bermitz  
Helen Sprinz 
Maudie Harris  
Sydney Landau 
Poul Lustig 
Lilian Friend (II) 
Hilda Schooler (II) 
Joseph Rosenberg (II)  
Jack Powell (II) 
Rita Bermitz 
Pauline Rosenberg 
 
 

 20 Feb. 2018 
 21 Feb. 2018 
 22 Feb. 2018      
 23 Feb. 2018 
 24 Feb. 2018 
 24 Feb. 2018 
 24 Feb. 2018 
 26 Feb. 2018 
 27 Feb. 2018 
 28 Feb. 2018 
 28 Feb. 2018 
 
     

Traditionally, Jewish Yahrzeits are remembered on the Hebrew date, which means that 
there might be some variation in the English date each year.  
 
If the Hebrew date is observed, it must be remembered that the Yahrzeit starts the 
evening before.  
 
Memorial prayers for the deceased will be recited during the Friday Night Service for those 
Yahrzeits which fall during the coming week. If a Yahrzeit falls on a Friday Night, please 
remember that the prayers will usually be recited during the Friday Night Service the week 
before. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 1 Day Emergency First Aid at work  £60.00 plus vat                                                                              
 

 2 Day First Aid at Work Requalification  £110.00 plus vat 
 

 3 Day First Aid at Work  £160.00 plus vat 
 

 2 Day Paediatric First Aid £95.00 plus vat                                                                                       
 

 1 Day CIEH 2 Health & Safety £70.00 plus vat 
 

 1 Day CIEH 2 Food Safety £70.00 plus vat                                            
 

 3 Hour Asbestos Awareness £45.00 plus vat 
 

 3 Hour Manual Handling Awareness £45.00 plus vat 
 

 2 Hour Fire Safety Awareness £45.00 plus vat 
 
On-site training 
 If you have a group of employees (min 8) requiring training,  
then we can come to you. On-site training can be tailored to  
your needs and is both time and cost effective. 



Shofar Shalom – Adar 5778  9 

 

FORTHCOMING SERVICES AND EVENTS 
 
 

Date 
 

Time Leader Refreshment Rota 

Friday 9 February 
 

7.00pm Malcolm Rosenberg Phil O’Driscoll 
Gill Drummond 

Friday 16 February 
 

7.00pm Aimi Sugarman Veronika Keczkes 
Jackie Lukes 

Friday 23 February 
(Friday Night Open Service) 

7.00pm Ian Sugarman 
Aimi Sugarman 

Audrey Sugarman 
Lesley Annis 
Helen Jackman 

Wednesday 28 February 
(Purim Service) 

7.00pm Ian Sugarman Deborah Wrapson 
Ann Sevilla-Harland 

Friday 2 March 
 

7.00pm Phil O’Driscoll 
Andy Harbert 

Christine Joseph-Jay 
Gillian Smith 

Shabbat 3 March 
 

10.30am Ian Sugarman 
Tony Sevilla-Harland 

Audrey Sugarman 
Gillian Smith 

Shabbat 3 March  
(Torah Workshop) 

12.15pm Tony Sevilla-Harland N/A 

Friday 9 March 
(Council Meeting) 

8.00pm Andy Harbert N/A 

Friday 16 March 
 

7.00pm Mark Huntington Veronika Keczkes 
Jackie Lukes 

Friday 23 March 
 

7.00pm RSY Youth Sarita Robinson 

Friday 30 March 
(Communal Seder) 

6.30pm Sarita Robinson Deborah Wrapson 
Jackie Lukes 
Joanne Kearsley 

Friday 6 April 7.00pm 
 

Malcolm Rosenberg Phil O’Driscoll 
Gill Drummond 

Shabbat 7 April 
 

10.30am Ian Sugarman 
Tony Sevilla-Harland 

Audrey Sugarman 
Gillian Smith 

Shabbat 7 April 
(Torah Workshop) 

12.15pm Tony Sevilla-Harland N/A 

Friday 13 April 
 

7.00pm Tony Sevilla-Harland Ann Sevilla-Harland 
Deborah Wrapson 

Friday 20 April 
 

7.00 Aimi Sugarman Elaine Winetroube 
Christine Joseph-Jay 

Sunday 22 April 
(Defibrillator Training) 

2.00pm Andy Harbert Audrey Sugarman 
Aimi Sugarman 

Friday 27 April 
 

7.00pm Phil O’Driscoll 
Andy Harbert 

Helen Jackman 
Audrey Sugarman 

 
If you are unable to take your turn on the service rota, please arrange for someone else to 
take your place.  
 
If you are unable to take your turn on the refreshment rota, please arrange for 
someone else to take your place and inform Audrey Sugarman on (01482) 563835 to 
ensure that sufficient refreshments are available. 
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TV Antiques Expert 
 
 

WANTED TO BUY 
Antique & Modern Jewellery 

Gold and Silver 
 

 

CALL FOR FREE ADVICE 
Office:  01482 677 006 
Mobile: 07876 507 774 

MEMORIAL BOARD 
 
The Synagogue Council would again like 
to inform members that there is still 
space available on the Memorial Board 
for members to purchase a plaque in 
memory of their loved one(s).   
 
For further details, please contact Henry 
Goldstone on (01482) 667258. 

 

KIDDUSH SPONSORING 
 
During the year, you might want to mark 
that special occasion in a unique, yet 
innovative manner. In order to help you 
solve your dilemma, the Synagogue 
Council has agreed to allow the 
sponsoring of Kiddushim.  
 
If you would like further details, or wish to 
reserve a particular date, please contact 
Audrey Sugarman on (01482 563835) 

POTENTIAL NEW MEMBERS 
 

 
 
If any members of the Synagogue are aware of, 
or are contacted by, potential new members, 
hoping to join our Synagogue, please advise 
them to contact our Secretary  
 
Joanne Kearsley on 01724 340506  
or at joannekearsley@yahoo.co.uk  
 
who will provide them with further information 
and the necessary application forms. 

Contact Michael on  

644987 or 07590 123 270  

or at westermans@gmail.com 
 

mailto:joannekearsley@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:westermans@gmail.com

