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CHAIR’S REPORT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Shalom.  
 
Sadly, I have to report the loss of our oldest member, Malcolm Shields, who died at the 
beginning of January aged 91. Malcolm was a tremendous supporter of our Shul and, on 
behalf of us all, I would like to wish his partner Wendy and his daughter, Janine, and her 
partner Alison, ‘Long Life’. There was a splendid turnout for Malcolm’s funeral and I would 
like to thank Ian for conducting the Service and to thank Audrey, Lesley, Sarah and Helen 
for preparing and serving the refreshments in the Shul Hall following the Service. 
 
We held our Chanukah Service and Kiddush on Friday 27 December 2019, which was the 
sixth night of Chanukah. Ian took a splendid Service and the range of Chanukah-related 
foods, especially the fish balls, was tremendous. I would like to thank Audrey, Gillian, Aimi 
and Elaine for all their work and to all those who attended. 
 
Our next events are the Tu B’Shevat Seder on Sunday 9 February and our splendid Friday 
Night Open Service on 21 February 2020. Further details on the Open Service can be 
found on Page 3. Details about the Tu B’Shevat Seder can be found on page 4. 
 
With regard to the opening and closing of the building on a Friday night, the Council 
reviewed the situation at the meeting on 21 January 2020. Although the present system 
was working relatively well, the Council decided to advertise for someone to be responsible 
for the security of the building, especially before, during and after the Services. This would 
be a paid position and depending on the calibre of applicant, further responsibilities might 
be considered. Further information on this vacancy can be found on page 3. 
 
Finally, don’t forget that we continue to hold our Friday Night Services every week at 
7.00pm and our Shabbat Morning Services at 10.30am on the first Saturday of the month. 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL 
 
Chairman: Andy Harbert (Shul Management) 07736 397858 
Vice Chairman: Aimi Sugarman (Projects) 07507 891608  
Acting Secretary: Helen Jackman (Administration) 07884 432329 
Acting Treasurer: Aimi Sugarman (Legal/Finance) 07507 891608 
Senior Warden: Audrey Sugarman (Services) 01482 563835 
Council Members: Henry Goldstone (Security/Plaques) 01482 667258 
 Elaine Winetroube (Telephone) 07707 796774 
 Mark Huntington (General) 07938 918634  
Co-opted Member: Tim Harris (General) 07900 494225  
Life President:  Ian Sugarman (Honorary)       01482 835864 
 

Shevat/Adar 5780 
February/March 2020 
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SOCIAL AND PERSONAL 
 
 

ANNUAL OPEN FRIDAY NIGHT SERVICE 
 
Following the huge success of previous Open Friday Night 
Services, the next one will take place on Friday 21 
February 2020 starting at 7.00pm.  
 
What makes this Service different from the normal Friday 
Night service is the running commentary from those leading 
the Service explaining the nature of the prayers being 
recited, their background, origin and the traditional rituals 
being observed.  
 

After the Service, and following the Brachot over the wine and bread, there will be the 
Kiddush with a wide range of “Jewish-style” foods.   
 
There also will be opportunity to look around the Synagogue, talk to those members 
present and examine the Ark, Scrolls and other artefacts.  
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
PURIM SERVICE AND KIDDUSH 

 
This year's Purim celebrations will be taking place on 
Monday evening, 9 March 2020, starting at 7.00pm.  
 
As usual, the Purim Service and reading of the Megillah 
Esther will be conducted by members of the congregation. 
Fancy dress is optional, but it is Purim after all, and a prize 
will be awarded to the best dressed. Although the Purim 
tradition is that you must be so intoxicated that you are 
unable to tell Haman from Mordechai, no spirits or strong 
alcohol will be provided, only Kiddush wine. Please make 
every effort to attend what should be a fun evening. 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

PROVISION OF SECURITY SERVICES 
 
Following a review of the new key holder arrangements, 
the Council are looking to recruit a person to provide 
security services for the Shul building. 
 

Their main responsibilities would be the opening and closing of the building and to ensure 
the security of the building before, during and after the Services.  
 
This would be a paid position and, depending on the calibre of applicant, further 
responsibilities, such as being available during the day to allow access to trades people and 
general caretaking duties, might be considered.  
 
For further details and/or to register an interest, please contact Elaine Winetroube, in the 
first instance, on (01482) 658312 or at wintroube@wintroube.karoo.co.uk 
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COME TO OUR TU B’SHEVAT SEDER AT 7.00PM 
ON SUNDAY 9 FEBRUARY 2020 

 
 
Tu B’Shevat, the New Year for Trees, falls on the 15th of 
Shevat, which this year starts on Sunday evening, 9th of 
February 2020. Jewish tradition marks the 15th of Shevat 
as the day when the sap in the trees begins to rise, 
signalling the earth’s awakening from its winter slumber, and 
heralding the beginning of Spring. This mini-holiday is of 
major importance to our appreciation of Nature and our 
relationship to it. 
 
A Tu B’Shevat Seder? Yes, with four questions, four glasses 
of wine ranging in colour from white through two shades of 
pink to red, to remind us of the changing seasons in Israel, 
then brachot over three different types of fruit followed by 
planting of seeds.  
 
The Seder readings are based on ones developed by 
Jewish environmentalists. Some emphasise that we follow 
the principle of “Bal tashchit”, do not destroy resources, 
others are stories about the impact of trees on the lives of 
Jews in old and modern times and the work of JNF. We also 
sing Israeli songs. 
 
The source for Tu B’Shevat is the opening statement of the Talmudic Tractate Rosh 
Hashanah:  
 
“The Academy of Hillel taught that the 15th of Shevat is the New Year for the Trees”.  
 
What does that mean, ‘New Year for the Trees?’ Do all the cedars and pines get 
together, make resolutions to improve themselves, and dip apples in honey?! Of course not. 
Tu B’Shevat marks the end of the rainy season in Israel and when the sap starts to rise in 
the trees.  
 

In Jewish law, this means that fruit that has blossomed prior to 
the 15th of Shevat could not be used as tithe for fruit that 
blossomed after that date. The name Tu B’Shevat comes from 
the Hebrew date where the Tu part are the Hebrew letters Tet 
and Vav, which have the numerical value of 15 (nine and six 
respectively). 
 
In the sixteen and seventeenth centuries, the Kabbalists 
partook of fifteen kinds of fruit, which is now a common custom 
adopted by many in celebrating this festival. Another common 
custom in celebrating Tu B’Shevat is the planting of new tree 
saplings especially in Israel. 

 
“L’Shanah Tovah U’veracha P’ri U’tenuvah” - May the year be fruitful and blessed. 
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TU B'SHEVAT: TREES AND MAN 
 
The following article by Menachem Mendelson is taken from the January 2008 Edition of 
the Jewish Magazine. 

 
What do you know? Tu B'Shevat, the fifteen of the Jewish 
month Shevat, is the New Year for trees! We actually 
celebrate the day by having special fruits on this day, 
especially fruits from Israel. 
 
There is much that we can learn from trees. Although 
trees belong to the world of plants, unlike most plants that 
wither and die in the winter, the tree continues to grow. 
 
What you see of a tree is not all there is to a tree. We see 
the trunk, the branches, the leaves and often the fruit. But 

what we do not see are the roots which are buried deep in the ground. The roots grow fast 
and spread out deep below the ground level. 
 
The roots have two functions. One is that the roots serve as an anchor for the tree; they 
hold the tree upright and protect it from the strong winds. Secondly, they provide the water 
and minerals which they absorb from the ground so that the tree can continue to grow and 
provide tasty fruits. 
 
The leaves, acting like large solar collectors, convert the water and minerals into tree food 
via a process known as photosynthesis. There is a harmony and interaction between the 
top of the tree, the leaves, and the bottom, the roots, that serve to provide the tree with the 
life food that it needs to continue to build itself up and grow. 
 
The Torah (Deut. 20:19) says, "for man is like the tree of the field." Man has these same 
two aspects as the tree, a part which is responsible for getting its power from the above, - 
the soul, and a part which gets its nourishment from below, - the body. Like the roots, the 
lower aspect of the tree, the body is the facility that brings in the physical necessities. The 
soul, the higher aspect is like the leaves which draws the power from above in order that 
the body can utilize that material to rebuild the body. 
 
The tree's crown of glory is its beautify leaves. Man's crown of glory is his wisdom. Wisdom, 
like leaves, are not a permanent fixture; leaves come and go. So also it is with wisdom; we 
cannot depend upon our wisdom; often it is unreliable and often when we rely upon our own 
wisdom we fall into error. 
 
For this reason our sages (Pirkei Avot 3:17) said: 
 
"One whose wisdom is greater that is good deeds is like a tree with many branches but few 
roots. A wind will come and uproot it. But a man whose good deeds are greater than his 
wisdom is liken to a tree with fewer branches and many roots which no wind can uproot." 
 
It is not the great ideas that a person may have that mark a man, but the good deeds that 
he does. Good deeds, actions rooted in the Torah and our traditions, are the real anchor 
and root for a Jew. It will protect him more that his wisdom and give his life and all around 
him vitality. 
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Below are a few rules concerning eating fruit: 
 
Before eating fruit that is grown on a tree the blessing 
"borei p'ree ha-etz" is said. If one has eaten the 
quantity of fruit the size of a half of an egg or more, 
the blessing after eating, "borei n'fashot rabout" is 
recited. If the fruit being eaten is one of the five fruits 
which are from the praise of the Land of Israel: 
grapes, figs, olives, pomegranates, and dates, then if 
one eats a quantity the size of a half of an egg, the 
blessing afterwards, "al ha-etz v'al prei ha-etz" is 
recited. 
 
If fruit is eaten during a meal when bread has been 
eaten, the proper blessing before eating fruit is said, 
but the blessing afterwards is not, since the grace 
after meal for the bread will include it. 
 
On Tu B’Shevat, many try to get a new fruit to eat, 
one that he has not eaten since last year, thereby saying the additional blessing, 
"shehacheyanu" thanking God that he/she has arrived at this time to enjoy this new fruit. 
Thanking God is one of the pillars of a humble and pious person. 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
All contributions are accepted on the understanding that the authors are responsible 
for the opinions expressed which do not necessarily reflect the views of Ne’ve 
Shalom, the Hull Reform Synagogue. 

 
 
 
 

A CELEBRATION OF FORTY-FIVE 
YEARS OF FEMALE CLERGY 

 
Female clergy members came together for a celebration of 45 years of female rabbis in 
British Reform Judaism. 
 
Current female rabbis and cantors came together for a party to celebrate 45 years since 
Rabbi Dr Jackie Tabick was ordained as Britain’s first female rabbi and the ongoing 
contribution of female clergy members to Judaism today. Whilst it has been only 45 years 
since Rabbi Tabick became Britain’s first female rabbi, today more than half of the Reform 
synagogues with a rabbi employ at least one female rabbi and there are twenty-two female 
clergy in total in Reform Judaism in the UK. 
 
Laura Janner-Klausner, the Senior Rabbi to Reform Judaism, said: “Jackie Tabick led the 
way and showed us all that it was possible to become a rabbi and a leader in our 
community as a woman. Getting to celebrate that fact with many of the amazing women 
who followed in her footsteps is inspirational.” Jackie Tabick reflected on how things have 
changed since she was ordained: “In 1975 I was a bit of an oddity, and felt very alone!  How 
different it is today to have so many creative, thoughtful, intelligent, caring and 
knowledgeable female colleagues who are now a largely accepted face of Progressive 
Judaism around the world. It was wonderful to celebrate with them.” 
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ASK THE RABBI 
    

Answer is taken from ccj.org.uk 
 

Where is God in the Purim story? 
 

It has always been puzzling that God is not mentioned once in the book of Esther – and yet 
it is still a fully-fledged Biblical book! Jewish tradition has a couple of different ways of 
resolving this issue. The first is to make a pun on Esther’s name. The word Ester contains 
the letters s-t-r, which is the root of the word ‘to hide oneself’. The rabbis of the Talmud play 
around with this idea, and turn Esther’s name into Hester Panim – ‘the hidden face’ of God 
– from a verse in Deuteronomy (31.18), in which God says: ‘I will surely hide my face’. 
According to this interpretation, God is present in the Purim story, but hidden. So God plays 
a part in saving the Jews, it’s just that we cannot see God’s workings. This could reinforce 
for us a sense that, although we might not perceive it, God continues to play a part in our 
lives in the here and now. 
 
A different interpretation is offered by another part of the Talmud. The section begins by 
referring to the Israelites being stationed at the foot of Mount Sinai. We always translate it 
as being ‘at the foot’ of the mountain, but actually the Hebrew says tahat, meaning ‘under’. 
This leads one rabbi to a startling claim: Rav Avdimi son of Chama, son of Chasa, said: 
‘This teaches that the Holy Blessed One held the mountain over them like a pail, and said 
to them: “If you accept the Torah – good. If not, this will be your grave.”’ 
 
This claim causes consternation among the rabbis: How could Rav Avdimi make such a 
claim? Surely, if the Torah was accepted under duress, it’s not worth the parchment it was 
written on! But another sage, Rabba, has an answer to this: 
 
Rabba said: ‘Even if it were so, the generation of Ahasuerus accepted [the Torah]. As it is 
written: ‘The Jews ordained and accepted [upon themselves]’ (Esther 9.27) that which they 
had already accepted [under duress].’ 
 
So, people in the time of Ahasuerus, Haman (booo!), and Esther (yaay!) chose to accept 
the burden of Torah despite the fact that God was absent – despite the fact that there was 
no mountain being held over their heads. This is, perhaps, the message of Purim: that we 
might keep faith with our tradition despite the fact that we may no longer feel God’s 
presence immediately in our lives. There was value to the Jews of Persia in continuing to 
identify as different, to hold onto their tradition, and to their faith. 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

RECEIVING THE SHOFAR SHALOM ELECTRONICALLY 
 

In these current environmentally friendly times, we are offering all 
members the opportunity the receive the Shofar Shalom directly to them 
by e-mail.  
 
If you do wish to receive your Shofar Shalom electronically, please 
contact Ian Sugarman on ian@isa.karoo.co.uk who will add you to the 
electronic mailing list. 

 
 
 

mailto:ian@isa.karoo.co.uk
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ENGLISH YAHRZEIT DATES WHICH CORRESPOND TO 
THE HEBREW DATES FOR RELATIVES OF MEMBERS OF 

NE’VE SHALOM – THE HULL REFORM SYNAGOGUE 
 

Rosie Abrahams 
Ron Harris 
Harold Sugarman  
Harry Jacowich 
Max Rose 
Rachel Levitt 
Leah Peysner 
Benjamin Brookner 
Maudie Harris 
Esther Rock 
 

    1 Feb. 2020 
    1 Feb. 2020 
    2 Feb. 2020 
    4 Feb. 2020 
  11 Feb. 2020 
  18 Feb. 2020 
  18 Feb. 2020 
  20 Feb. 2020 
  22 Feb. 2020 
  23 Feb. 2020 
 

Sydney Landau 
Minnie Gorfunkie 
Diana Halliday (II)  
Hermina Merz  
Cissie Dubb  
Sylvia Hirschfeld 
Zena Lightowler 
Kayla Bermitz  
Helen Sprinz 
Maudie Harris  
 

  23 Feb. 2020 
  24 Feb. 2020 
  27 Feb. 2020 
  28 Feb. 2020 
  28 Feb. 2020 
  29 Feb. 2020        
  29 Feb. 2020        
    1 Mar. 2020 
    2 Mar. 2020 
    3 Mar. 2020 

Traditionally, Jewish Yahrzeits are remembered on the Hebrew date, which means that 
there might be some variation in the English date each year.  
 
If the Hebrew date is observed, it must be remembered that the Yahrzeit starts the 
evening before.  
 
Memorial prayers for the deceased will be recited during the Friday Night Service for those 
Yahrzeits which fall during the coming week. If a Yahrzeit falls on a Friday Night, please 
remember that the prayers will usually be recited during the Friday Night Service the week 
before. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 1 Day Emergency First Aid at work  £60.00 plus vat                                                                              
 

 2 Day First Aid at Work Requalification  £110.00 plus vat 
 

 3 Day First Aid at Work  £160.00 plus vat 
 

 2 Day Paediatric First Aid £95.00 plus vat                                                                                       
 

 1 Day CIEH 2 Health & Safety £70.00 plus vat 
 

 1 Day CIEH 2 Food Safety £70.00 plus vat                                            
 

 3 Hour Asbestos Awareness £45.00 plus vat 
 

 3 Hour Manual Handling Awareness £45.00 plus vat 
 

 2 Hour Fire Safety Awareness £45.00 plus vat 
 
On-site training 
  
If you have a group of employees (min 8) requiring training,  
then we can come to you. On-site training can be tailored to  
your needs and is both time and cost effective. 
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FORTHCOMING SERVICES AND EVENTS 
 

Date 
 

Time Leader Refreshment Rota 

Friday 31 January 
 

7.00pm Malcolm Rosenberg 
(KH) 

Deborah Wrapson 
Sarah James 

Shabbat 1 February 10.30am Ian Sugarman (KH) 
Tony Sevilla-Harland  

Ann Sevilla-Harland 
Audrey Sugarman 

Sunday 2 February 
(Hebrew Reading Class) 

10.30am Deborah Wrapson (KH) 
 

N/A 

Sunday 2 February 
 (Conversion Class) 

11.30am Ian Sugarman (KH) 
 

N/A 

Friday 7 February 
 

7.00pm Mark Huntington Deborah Wrapson (KH) 
Jackie Lukes 

Sunday 9 February 
(Tu B’Shevat Seder) 

7.00pm Ian Sugarman (KH) Aimi Sugarman  
Sarah James 

Friday 14 February 
 

7.00pm Ian Sugarman Tim Harris (KH) 
Di Nicholas 

Sunday 16 February 
(Hebrew Reading Class) 

10.30am Deborah Wrapson (KH) 
 

N/A 

Sunday 16 February 
 (Conversion Class) 

11.30am Ian Sugarman (KH) 
 

N/A 

Friday 21 February 
(Friday Night Open Service) 

7.00pm Ian Sugarman (KH) 
Aimi Sugarman 

Audrey Sugarman 
Lesley Annis 
Elaine Winetroube 

Friday 28 February 
 

7.00pm Sarita Robinson (KH) Aimi Sugarman 
Helen Jackman  

Tuesday 3 March 
(Council Meeting) 

6.30pm Andy Harbert (KH) N/A 

Friday 6 March 
 

7.00pm Malcolm Rosenberg 
(KH) 

Rebecca Verlander 
Audrey Sugarman 

Shabbat 7 March 10.30am Ian Sugarman (KH) 
Tony Sevilla-Harland  

Ann Sevilla-Harland 
Audrey Sugarman 

Monday 9 March 
(Purim Service and Kiddush) 

7.00pm Ian Sugarman (KH) 
 

Helen Jackman  
Andy Harbert 

Friday 13 March 
 

7.00pm Mark Huntington Aimi Sugarman (KH) 
Gill Drummond 

Friday 20 March 
 

7.00pm Sarita Robinson (KH) Sarah James  
Jackie Lukes 

Friday 27 March 
 

7.00pm Tony Sevilla-Harland Gill Drummond 
Deborah Wrapson (KH) 

Friday 3 April 
 

7.00pm Ian Sugarman (KH) 
 

Di Nicholas  
Rebecca Verlander 

 
 
(KH) = Key Holder – they will be responsible for opening and closing the building 
 
If you are unable to take your turn on the refreshment rota, please arrange for 
someone else to take your place and inform Gill Drummond on (01482) 875883 to 
ensure that sufficient refreshments are available. 
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MEMORIAL BOARD 
 
The Synagogue Council would again like 
to inform members that there is still 
space available on the Memorial Board 
for members to purchase a plaque in 
memory of their loved one(s).   
 
For further details, please contact Henry 
Goldstone on (01482) 667258. 

 

KIDDUSH SPONSORING 
 
During the year, you might want to mark 
that special occasion in a unique, yet 
innovative manner. In order to help you 
solve your dilemma, the Synagogue 
Council has agreed to allow the 
sponsoring of Kiddushim.  
 
If you would like further details, or wish to 
reserve a particular date, please contact 
Audrey Sugarman on (01482 563835) 

POTENTIAL NEW MEMBERS 
 

 
 
If any members of the Synagogue are aware of, 
or are contacted by, potential new members, 
hoping to join our Synagogue, please advise 
them to contact our Acting Secretary  
 

Helen Jackman on 07884 432329 
or at helen@hsts.karoo.co.uk  
 
who will provide them with further information 
and the necessary application forms. 

Contact Michael on  

644987 or 07590 123 270  

or at westermans@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TV Antiques Expert 
 
 

WANTED TO BUY 
Antique & Modern Jewellery 

Gold and Silver 
 

 

CALL FOR FREE ADVICE 
Office:  01482 677 006 
Mobile: 07876 507 774 

 

 
 

An easy way to support 
 Ne’ve Shalom 

 
Should you wish to set up a Charitable 
Giving Account , please ring Aimi on 07507 
891608 or e-mail her at 

a.sugarman@hotmail.co.uk now.  
 
By automatically claiming Gift Aid tax on 
each deposit you make and depositing it 
back into your account, we save you the 
time and hassle of claiming with each 
donation, and leave you with 25% more in 
your account, to donate whenever and 
wherever you choose. 

mailto:westermans@gmail.com
mailto:a.sugarman@hotmail.co.uk

